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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter:: With great power gave the 
apostles their witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
—Acts 4: 33. 


x. April 4.—Peter and Cornelius... ......... Acts 10 : 1-48 
2. April rr.—Peter Delivered from Prison ..... . Acts 12 : 1-19 
3. April 18.—The Conversion of Saul >... ... - Acts 9 : 1-30 
4 April 25.—The Gospel in Antioch. . . . Acts 11 : 19-30; 12 : 25 
5. May 2.—Paul’s First Missionary Journey— 

ET RL PES a SS ere eer ir ei Acts 13 : 1-12 
6. May Aad = First Missionary Journey—Antioch 

ES ers os Ste. Se ps Acts 13 : 13-52 


7- May 16.—Paul’s First Missionary Journey— 
Iconium and Lystra 


8. May 23.—The Council at Jerusalem. ....... Acts 15 : 1-35 
9. May 30.—Believing and Doing ...... James 2 : 14-26 
edie o oc% James 3; 1-12 


10. June 6.—Thé Power of the Tongue 
ufie 13.~—Heroes of Faith 

- June 2o.—Review 

une 27.—Temperance Lesson 


Hebrews 11 : 1-40 


Romans 13:::8-14 
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My Garden Must Be Beautiful 


By Anna Temple 


Y garden must be beautiful ; 
For when the shadows play 
In length’ning shapes along the wall, 
And comes the cool of day, 
Perchance my Lord might come to see 
The place where roses bloom for me. 
* 
And if he asked to come within 
This house of mine to rest, 
How fair and sweet the rooms should be 
For such a wondrous Guest ! 
*Twere better far to keep them so, 
Lest he might come before I know. 


And if he stayed for friendly speech 
As fell the light of day, 

How should I know to talk with him, 
Or holy things to say, 

Unless my soul acquainted be 

With some of heaven’s mystery ? 


FARMINGTON, CONN, 








Before deciding that this summer must be the time 
of usual hot-weather ‘* Siump"’ in your Sunday-school, 
wait for the report, to appear in next week's issue of 
The Sunday School Times, of an investigation made 
last summer by the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. This report, and the ‘‘ Remedy"’ to follow, 
may put some things in a new light. 


& 
Things That Remain 


An intermitted duty always means loss. And it 

. is a loss that is never made up to us. We can be 
forgiven, and we can gain fresh sttength from fresh 

duty-doing ; but the failure from duty left undone 

cannot be made as though it were not, by later faith- 


fulness. If, for example, God has made it plain to 
us that he would have us spend a certain time alone 
with him every day, we cannot pass that duty one 
day and hope to offset our failure by double time the 
next day. The day of the failure was the poorer be- 
cause of it, and something was lost out of our lives 
that we cannot get back. But it is also true that every 
duty done puts something into our lives that can never 
be taken from us. Why should we ever hesitate, in 
the choice between permanent loss and permanent 


gain? 
x 
* I Shrink From—” 


No matter from what, shrinking is perilous, not 
to say faulty. We are apt to shrink from any great 
responsibility, and to cover this error with the robe of 
modesty ; so Moses shrank—and in consqeuence was 
loaded up with Aaron and his weaknesses. We shrink 
from novel adventure—and risk the sorrows of Jonah ; 
it does not pay to tie ourselves up to traditional 
tasks and ways when God calls us to new ones.. We 
cosset our fondness for quiet, and shrink from contests, 
like Esther ; happy we, then, if some Mordecai goads 
us into the struggle. ._Naomi’s husband shrank from the 
hardships of famine—and died in exile ; Orpah shrank 
from costly emigration—and sank from sight ; but 
Ruth once and again declined to shrink, and so 
found life's richest fruitage for herself, and restored 
the falling house of Elimelech. Shrinking is a sign of 
weakness, self-indulgence, love of ease, want of trust, 
defective zeal. . Weare bidden to ‘‘ endure hardness,’’ 
and not be soft. 

ax 


Keeping Our Success Unmarred 

When God enables us to succeed is. the time of 
times to guard against failure. For the Devil is 
shrewd enough to attack us, just then, at some other 
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The Mastery 


MAN who is a Christian cannot be his own 
master. This is part of the cost of Christian 
discipleship. It is not a heavy cost, however, 

for no other man can be his own master either. The 
only difference is that the Christian openly acknowl- 
edges his master, as the others often do not. A score 
of influences are ready to offer themselves at any mo- 
ment for the ruling place in every man’s life, and 
some one or other of them he is sure to accept. 
Therefore it is that the Christian, instead of’ needing 
pity, is to be congratulated ; for the master that he 
acknowledges is One who can rule all the rest, and is 
absolutely worthy to be followed. 

A master must of course be supreme or he is no 
master. Christ demands the ruling place or none at 
all. He will not divide honors with any one or any- 
thing. A young man who thought he had been con- 
verted in some special meetings joined the church, 
and for a while left his old companions. It was not 
for very long, however. The church people ‘froze 
him out,’’ to use his expression. He contended that 
they did not make him feel as much at home as they 
might have done. They were at fault, without doubt; 
but the young man was more so. Instead of follow- 
ing Christ he was following his own longing for social 
recognition, 

And this is,sometimes the case with prospective 
church-members, and again with those. who are 
already.. members. Instead of being controlled by 
their own or their fellows’. mistakes and. offenses, all 
men need still to give to. Christ the control of their 
lives. Christ is not divided, nor has Christ offended. 
Shame the day, then, when any man called a Chris- 


point than that in which we are succeeding ; and he 
is very likely to find us off our guard there. The 
thing in which he attacks us may be, ordinarily, not 
nearly as weak a side of our natures as the thing in 
which we have just won a victory. But if our victory 
has made us careless of our defense at the point 
which is usually well-guarded, the disaster may be 
complete. One who is usually a model of punctuality, 
and whose worst weakness is loss of temper, may, in 
the flush of a victory over the bad temper, fail to keep 
an appointment on time, and so suffer a defeat that 
leaves its scar on the moral nature just as surely as the 
failure which is more dreaded. It is a long battle- 
line for which we are responsible ; and eternal vigi- 
lance throughout the entire line is the price of that 
whole-man success which God wants us to have, 


x 
When Waiting 


Things that are not worth waiting for are scarcely 
worth having. And the waiting that is prolonged 
until it reaches the point where discouragement would 
set in if we would let it, is, after all, the only waiting 
worthy of the name, as a test of courage and faith. 
Only as we meet such a test in unshaken assurance 
that the longed-for end will yet come, have we any 
right to expect God to honor our efforts and hopes and 
prayers. Here, as elsewhere, the darkest hour is just 
before dawn. If we are unwilling to live hopefully 
through this darkest hour, how can we claim the 
dawn? Coleridge is credited with saying that ‘‘He 
who cannot wait for his reward has, in reality, not 
earned it.’’ While we can never, in reality, earn any 
of the good things that God sends into our lives, it is 
ungracious and unloving indeed to rebel because his 
free gifts do not come as soon as we would like to 
have them.’ Their value, when they do come, is 
multiplied by whatever faith and patience we have 
shown before their coming. 
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that Liberates 


tian could be turned away from the Master by a 
fellow-disciple’s fault ! Judas is not our leader, no, 
not even Peter, but Jesus the Christ. Not until the 
honest conscience has found a flaw in him need any 
disciple think necessary to leave the fellowship of his 
followers. 

Christians are fallible, of course. In fact, that they 
should know they are liable to mistakes is one of the 
necessary conditions of discipleship. Jesus said 
that he came not to ‘‘call therighteous, but sinners.'’ 
We take him as our Master because we need a mas- 
ter ; we become learners of him because we know we 
have much to learn, The man who ‘knows it all’’ 
is not welcomed at any place of learning, and the 
self-satisfied man cannot make an acceptable candi- 
date in the school of the Christian life. 

On the other hand, to have Christ as a master in- 
sures advancement to the weakest if they will but 
trust him. It has often been those who knew their 
own weakness best who have been able to go with 
Christ to the highest service. Just as Paul was able 
to declare, ‘*‘When I am weak, then am I strong,’’ 
so any Christian may know that his own absolute de- 
pendence upon the Master is his only hope for suc- 
cess in the Christian life. Many a man has been 
saved from drowning by entire dependence upon a 
more powerful swimmer. Struggling would have 
meant death... A traveler who has chosen a guide for 
mountain climbing cannot stop midway on a perilous 
cliff to consult his own fears; he must trust the guide 
and.go ahead, or both may be lost. When a master 
is chosen, he.myst be master indeed, and his word 
must be law.. The knowledge of weakness is not 








. 
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therefore a hindrance to discipleship, but rather a 
prerequisite, if only it do not hold the disciple back 
when the Master leads. 

And our Master does lead. He is not content to 
direct the work from one side, but he plunges into 
the midst of it and bids his servants follow. He is 
not afraid of soiling his hands or hurting his dignity. 
He found a chance to serve, washing his disciples’ 
feet. Wherever and however there was a need to 
meet, he was ready to meet it. ‘A disciple is not 
above his teacher, nor a servant above his lord.’’ 
Whatever Christ would do, those who take him as 
Master must be willing to do, and whatever he would 
not do they must avoid. Indeed, the earnest believer 
in Christ feels that he cannot help himself in respect 
to such things, so utterly is he not his own master. 

This is one of the most astonishing features con- 
cerning the relation of the Christian to his Master. It 
amounts in a sentence to this,—that Jesus Christ is 
so close to his faithful disciple as to be absolutely in- 
separable from him. The Scripturé represents this 
intimacy of relation in a great variety of ways, the 
significance of which is summed up in Jesus’ words, 
‘‘Abide in me, and I in you, ... apart from me ye 
can do nothing.’’ This is the Christian's ground of 
assurance, worth more than everything besides. Be- 
cause he knows that the Master is in him, he knows that 
he will go ahead against difficulty, and at last suc- 
ceed, He says with Paul, ‘‘I can do all things 
in him that strengtheneth me.’’ He will not ac- 
knowledge defeat, for his Master is with him, and will 
‘ever send him back to the conflict, to win at last. In 
the fine old words of Luther's hymn— 


** Did we in our own yey confide, 
Our striving would be losing ; 
Were not the right man on our side, 
The man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he ; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
From age to age the same, 
And he must win the battle.’’ 


This is the reason of the message of the Christian 
to those who know not his Master, ‘‘Come unto him 
‘and’ be saved,’’ Abide with him and he will abide 
with' you. 

‘* Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born 

But not within thyself, thy soul shall be forlorn; 


‘The cross of Golgotha thou lookest to in vain 
Unless within thyself it be set up again.’’ 


The true disciple of Jesus Christ has a Master who 
rules his life, a Master who brooks no rival ; but that 
Master is also friend, closer and dearer than any 
friend beside. He died for those who would love 
him, and yet he is not dead, but risen again to live 
within their hearts and make them free indeed. To 
acknowledge the mastery of such a Master is the only 
true liberty. 




















Summer Closing: a Challenge 


The ‘* first call’’ in the summer closing question, 
this season, comes from a New Jersey reader of The 
Sunday School Times, who is a Sunday-school worker 
and Y. M, C. A, president. He writes : 


Will you please tell me what the general experience is in 
regard to closing Sunday-schools through the summer? I am 
interested in a school of about sixty to seventy-five members, 
consisting of adult class, young women's and young men’s 
classes, separate boys’ an wd and primary class. Durin 
the summer some of the teachers leave the town, and many o 
the’ members are away from home, some all summer, others 
for a few weeks. The school meets at 11.30 A.M. 

Nearly every one thinks it is very much better to close up 
through summer, and let people keep up their study alone 
through summer, and come back with new vigor. To my 
mind this seems all right, but I don't think it is what really 
happens. I have failed to note any special vigor in the fall 
after a summer of inactivity, and on the contrary believe there 
is a loss in getting started again, as very few people will keep 
the work up alone.. Of course every one needs some change 
and rest, but in the case of teachers, why not have substitutes, 
and let the school as a whole go on? A business or factory 
— most efficiently when kept in continuous operation. 
Also interest and enthusiasm grow from contact with a sub- 
ect. Do notthe same principles hold in Sunday-school work ? 

t seems to me they do, and I don’t like the idea of closing up 
during the summer. 

I would like to know from your experience whether I am 
right or wrong. If wrong, where ? 


When the late H. Clay Trumbull was asked whether 
he did not think that, under certain circumstances, it 
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might really be best for a Sunday-school to close in 
summer, he re} with some positiveness that he 
had no doubt that this might be so. ‘+ But,’’ he 


added, “I don't see why such a school should ever 


open 

The New Jersey man is right, and through. 
The only Sunday-school that needs to close in sum- 
mer is the Sunday-school that ought to go out of 
business for good,—the good of the community. 
Banks ahd businesses don’t take a vacation. Nor 
does the Devil seem to. That the Bible-studying 
service of the church should «‘shut down"’ at the 
season of the year when it is confessedly hardest to 
keep up our spiritual tone, is a suggestion that eman- 
ates straight from the Prince of Darkness, no matter 
how many otherwise good and respectable people he 
induces to pass the suggestion on. The only obvious 
reason for the suggestion of summer closing is that it 
is a great deal harder to keep things going in summer. 
Which is true. But it is ‘also true that the hardest 
things in life are often the best worth doing. 

As for the notion that ‘‘everybody is away,"’ or 
even that most of the school are away, the Editor has 
never believed that, and last summer he set out to 
prove his unbelief. He collected some facts, while 
personally visiting fifty Sunday-schools in ten states 
last year, that will be new toa good many. These 
facts on the summer problem will be presented in next 
week's issue of The Sunday School Times. And in 
that or the succeeding issue he will also tell the story 
of the only Sunday-school in the United States of 
which he personally knows which has successfully 
declined to knuckle down to the hot-weather bugaboo. 
It is a story that any can duplicate who will, 
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Your Help Invited 

The Sunday School Times in 1910 must be a 
stronger, better, more helpful paper.than it is in 1909, 
or it will not be living up to its duty to move steadily 
ahead. Because the issues of this present Golden 
Jubilee Year seem to be about as strong as the editors 
can make them, the 1910 obligation is a heavy one, and 
the readers’ co-operation will be needed to meet it. 

The Sunday-school lessons in 1910 will devcte the 
entire year to the study of the life of Christ as given 
in Matthew. It will be a great opportunity for Bible 
study at the heart-center. Almost one hundred topics 
have already been selected by the editors as candi- 
dates for special ‘‘side-light’’ articles on the les- 
sons. of next year, But the Editor wants to know 
also what the Times’ readers would particularly like 
to see taken up in such a series of special articles on 
the Life of Christ. Will you do your part by letting 
him know ? 

For example, a reader wrote last year : 

We have for study in the Sunday-school lesson the betrayal 
of Christ by Judas. As I take up the study of this event, I am 
puzzled, as | have been for years, to understand exactly in 
what the betrayal consisted. lf, at the time Judas entered 
into the contract of betrayal, Christ's whereabouts were not 
known, or if it had been then suspected that he would secrete 
himself, the matter would be clear, but since neither seems to 
have been true I do not understand the betrayal, and cannot 
see in what Judas expected to be of advantage to those-with 
whom he was contracting. 

This question came too late for an answer to be of 
service then, but it will be the basis of a special article 
next year, when the lessons come to the betrayal 
again. And the article will be published simply be- 
cause a reader asked the question. 

Perhaps you have been perplexed over some other 
point in the life of Christ. If so, will you tell the 


‘ Editor what it is? What has most puzzled you in the 


life of Christ? What has most interested you ? What 
topics or themes would you most wish to see specially 
treated in The Sunday School Times? A frank and 
early reply will be heartily appreciated. 

But in writing, do not limit yourself to the general 
articles on the life of Christ. The Editor wants your 
criticisms and suggestions on the whole paper. What 
sort of help would you like on your regular teaching 
of the lessons which you do not now find in the lesson 
department? What, already there, would you like to 
see better done than it is? What seems to you to be 
unnecessary among the present regular lesson-articles ? 
In other words, just how could The Sunday School 
Times be made more useful for your particular 
needs ? 

And what would you like to see given more atten- 
tion in the department of Sunday-school methods 
(following the lesson department)? Are the ques- 
tion-and-answer columns meeting your needs? Do 
the editorials and ‘‘ Open Letter’ comments take up 
subjects that interest you? In every part of the 
paper your frank criticism is genuinely desired, and 


‘Some of the most difficult questions that pas- 
tors and church officers have to decide are as to the 
lines by which persons should be admitted to or ex- 
cluded from church membership and even church 
attendance. Here is a very practical instance, noted 
by a New York reader : 


Sunday afternoon (Easter), as I was in the vestibule of one 
of the city churches, a very nice-looking man and well dresxed 
was escorted to the door and put out upon the steps. One 
usher said to the other, ‘* It is mye tough to put a man out 
of church, but what can we do?"' ‘The man had been drink- 
me, but he made no disturbance for the moment I saw him. 

ot pag See we had spent an evening in the McAuley 
Mission. any had testified to having come there in a state 
of intoxication, and had been brought to repentance while 
there. A lady, refined and attractive, told in simple, earnest 
language of how some months prior she had come to the mis- 
sion, dejected, intoxicated, and how she had been befriended 
and had been led to the Saviour, who had said, ‘Go, and sin 
no more."' These mission friends had secured a position for 
her, and she was now clothed and in her right mind, a for- 
given, ——s witnessing follower, who was inting others 
in despair to the light of life, to the Friend of the friendless, 
to the One who came to call the sinner to repentance. : 

I wondered if every church should not reserve a few seats, 
if need be, for the use of the few who possibly should be segre- 

ted. ‘his is not the first time I have seen men ejected for 
the same obsession. Is it Christian? 


Every church ought to be concerned primarily with 
seeking and saving that which is lost. The lay 
members have as direct and heavy an obligation here 
as has the minister. There ought to be special and 
frequent services in the church building for evangel- 
ization, —and into those services should be gathered 
the unsaved from the highways and byways, in what- 
soever condition they will come. Moreover, the really 
evangelistic church will not be content to stop with 
merely holding such services within its walls ; it will 
go out and hold open-air meetings, and shop meet- 
ings, and compel men to come into the Kingdom. ©. 

“But the church must also provide for services held 
primarily for worship by believers and by those who 
would worship with believers. Such services need 
never omit the evangelistic appeal, but they may nev- 
ertheless be primarily services of worship and praise 
and communion. And it would seem to be a fair 
question to ask whether those who are in such a con- 
dition that their very presence is a disturbance have 
not forfeited the right to share in such a service. They 
must be cared for, and they must be sought and won, 
by the church, lovingly and persistently ; but there 
are also times and cccasions when other rights than 
theirs must be respected. 
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The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A. 


May 24 to 30 


Mon.—Eternal God, | pray that I may share in the distribu- 
tion of thy grace. May it fall upon my spirit and et 
heavenly flowers and fruits! Let the beautiful become the 
natural in my heart, and let everybody see that the beauty of 
the Lord is upon me. 


TuES.—Almighty God, may thy blessing give me strength 
and peace! May I turn to my work as one who will render 
account unto his Lord! May I not labor as unto a taskmas- 
ter, but as unto my everlasting Friend ! 


WED.—Most gracious Lord, 1 pray that I may be a child 
of light to-day. May my communion with thee be unceasing ! 
Let me feel how vast is my inheritance in Christ, and may I 
walk abroad in the glorious raiment of the Kingdom ! 


‘THURS.—My Father in heaven, I pray that my life may 
minister to the gracious kinship of all men. Save mé from so 
living as to widen the gulfs between thy children. Let me so 
live as to create and confirm all gentle and gracious fellow- 
ships. 


FRI.—Heavenly Father, I pray that thou wilt enable me to 
see thy will in the little things of my daily life. May I not be 
atheistic in the trifles ! | May I seek thy glory when my way is 
obscure and unnoticed! Let me be faithful in that, which is 
least. 


SaT.—Merciful Father, I.pray that thou wouldst hallow the 
daily labor of all men. May it be a fruitful and helpful minis- 
ter of thy grace! Let us not be benumbed by our toil, but 
softened and glorified by it. May it be as reverent an exer- 
cise to work as to pray ! 


SuNn.—Almighty God, I ge Byers power may energize 
my faith and hope and love. t me not crawl in the ways of 
the Kingdom, but march with stalwart and, confident step. 
Let me be as one who knows his mission and who sees his goal 
and who loves his Lord's appearing. 
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LESSON: FOR’ MAY 30 (James 2 ; 14-26) 





|* IS a common proverb in Europe that it is always 
the unexpected which happens in Turkey, and 
even the omniscient newspaper correspondent is 
chary about staking his reputation on prophecies as to 
coming events in that empire ; old residents are still 
more cautious. They have learned from experience 
that they cannot understand the motives which influ- 
ence the Moslem mind or foresee what conclusions he 
will draw from given premises. This is true both of 
religion and of politics. The revolution of last July 
surprised the astute ambassadors at Constantinople 
and the missionaries who are in close contact with the 
people, as much as it did the outside world. The 
counter revolution of April 13, which was the work of 
‘the Sultan, was an equal surprise. The capture of 
Constantinople by the Young Turks eleven days later 


and the deposition of Abd-ul-Hamid was a still greater” 


surprise. The outbreak of fanaticism at Adana and 
in Northern Syria on the occasion of the April revo- 
lution, with wholesale massacres, was so unexpected 
that the missionaries and the native pastors of that 
part of the country had arranged a general conven- 
tion at Adana at exactly that time, which caused the 
death of two missionaries and all the native pastors. 

Another difficulty in forecasting events in Turkey 
is that in different parts of the empire the races and 
the conditions are so varied and conflicting, and the 
means of communication so imperfect, that a resident 
in one part can know but little of the state of feeling 
of the people in another part. What may be true in 
Constantinople may be false in Kurdistan or Arabia 
or Albania. 

. Whatever I may write of coming events in Turkey 
may be falsified before my manuscript gets into the 
hands of the printer. Icahn only be sure of what 
has already taken place. _ Whatever I. may write of 
the future can be only a deduction of probabilities 
from the changes which have already taken place, 
“the character and aspirations of the Young Turks who 
are now in power at Constantinople, and what I know 
of the conditions existing and the character of the 
people in other parts of the empire.’ 


The Passing of ‘‘ The Great Assassin °’ 

The most important change is the overthrow of 
Sultan Abd-ul-Hamid, the great assassin, as Gladstone 
called him, who has been the evil genius of Turkey 
for thirty-three years. Thirteen years ago he satin his 
palace at Yildiz while his agents were masgacring ten 
thousand Christians in the streets of the city, in defiance 
of all Europe. Last week those same streets were red 
with the blood of Moslems shed by Moslems, and to- 
day Hamid is an exile, a prisoner, and shorn of all 
his power. This is not the place to attempt a fair esti- 
mate of his character and reign. No single adjective 
or phrase can express it. Notwithstanding all the 
evil which he has done, he will probably be known 
in history as one of the great Sultans of the Ottoman 
dynasty. His deposition marks the end of a form of 
government which this dynasty has maintained for 
more than six hundred years, a form of Oriental des- 
potism which can never be restored. It is not so easy 
to estimate the influence.of the destruction of this 
autocracy on the position of the caliph in the Mu- 
hammadan world. A caliph governed by a parlia- 
ment made up of Moslems, Christians, and Jews, 
would certainly be an anomaly. And it is not strange 
that the destruction of the autocracy has shocked the 
fanatical Moslem party in Turkey. It may even lead 
to dangerous outbreaks in. the provinces. This is 
certainly the first time that a caliph has ever been 
chosen by a parliament, although the first caliphs, the 
immediate successors of the Prophet, were supposed 
to have been chosen by a popular vote. 

The deposition of Abd-ul-Hamid removes from 
power one of the chief obstacles to progress of all 
kinds—material, intellectual, and spiritual. His re- 
moval at least opens the way for progress. - So long 
as he was on the throne he blocked the way. Every- 
thing was sacrificed to what he considered to be his 
own interest and that of the palace camarilla. The 
results of his removal may not appear at once, but they 
will come in the course of time. Of his successor, 
very little is known. He has never had. the oppor- 
tunity to make h'mself known. I know a Hungarian 
gentleman who was permitted several years ago to give 
him lessons on the piano—-with whom he talked very 


‘in the education and elevation of the people. 
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The Struggle for a New Life in Turkey 


By George Washburn, D.D., LL.D., President of Robert College, Constantinople, from 1870 to 1903 


No one in the English-speaking world is better 
fitted than Dr. Washburn to interpret the meaning 
and the possibilities of the complicated Turkish 
situation. His thirty-three-year administration of 
one of the most famous missionary centers of learn- 
ing in the world, in one of the most difficult parts of 
the world for the conducting of such an institution 
successfully, commanded the respect and admira- 
tion of statesmen and diplomats, while it strength- 
ened and hastened the growth of Christianity in the 
empire which now seems to be emerging from its 
darkest days. Dr. Washburn points out some of 
the bright possibilities ahead, and gives sane counsel 
as to what Christendom’s attitude ought to be. 





freely on other subjects than music. He found him 
a very intelligent man, with a fair knowledge of what 
was going on in the world, and professing very liberal 
and advanced ideas, with a very poor opinion of his 
brother Hamid'’s system of government. Whatever 
he may now prove to be, he cannot inherit the ac- 
quired personal power of his brother. Even if there 
had been no Young Turks, on his accession he would 
necessarily have gone back to the recognition of a re- 
sponsible ministerial government under the direction 
of the Grand Vizier. He is not likely to have much 
influence either for good or evil. 

The hope of the empire is in the Young Turks, —and 
more particularly in the leaders of that party, gener- 
ally known as the Committee of Union and Progress. 
The party itself is made up of the great: majority of 
liberal minded Turks in the empire, thousands.of whom 
have been persecuted, imprisoned or exiled by Sultan 
Abd-ul-Hamid. Many of them have fled from the 
country and spent years in Europe, and. have thus 
come under the influence of Western civilization. 
Some are military men, others have held high offices in 
the civil service Many are of the Wema, the religious 
hierarchy, and all are Muhammadans. This. party is 
supported by a certain number of Christians and Jews 
and of men of other Moslem races. It has a large 
majority in the Parliament which has just deposed the 
Sultan. The leaders of the party have won the ad- 
miration of the world by the wisdom and self-restraint 
with which they organized and accomplished the 
revolution of last July, as well as by their brilliant 
military achievement in the capture of Constantinople. 
They deserve equal honor for their organization of the 
Parliament and their devotion to strictly constitutional 
methods. Although an absolute novelty in Turkey it 
compares very favorably with the Parliaments of the 
neighboring states. They have naturally made some 
mistakes and divisions have risen in their party. This 
was inevitable. But of one thing I am sure—if the 
leaders of this party can bring the whole country under 
the control of the Parliament and organize a strong 
administration, peace and prosperity, with a fair 
measure of religious liberty and of general enlighten- 
ment, will follow. The obstacles in their way are 
enormous, and they will need all the aid that they 
can. get from Americans and other foreign friends of 
Turkey who are working on the same lines with them 
At 
best, even if the peuple were generally in sympathy 
with the Young Turks, this would be the work of long 
years. ‘The country has been reduced to misery under 
Abd-ul-Hamid’s rule, and the state is bankrupt. 


Obstacles Confronting the Young Turks 

But now that Hamid has been deposed, the greatest 
obstacle in the way of the Young Turks is in the fact 
that the people generally are not in sympathy with 
them. The subject races are all more or less hostile 
to Turkish rule and at enmity with one another. Each 
section of them has its own revolutionary ideas, and 
the Moslems as a whole have no desire to recognize 
the equal rights of the Christians. Very few of the 
people of any race are in any way fitted for self-govern- 
ment. One of the most distinguished of the Young 
Turks is so impressed by these difficulties that he has 
proposed to divide up the empire into separate states 
and establish a Federal government at Constantinople. 
He has found some followers, especially among the 
Greeks, but he has lost his influence in his own party. 

The press in England and America has criticised 
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the Young Turks, and in some cases condemned 
them, because they have depended upon the army to 
support their attempt to found a constitutional gov- 
ernment. These criticisms seem to me absurd, and 
I cannot see how it will be possible for them in the 
future to maintain peace and order in the country to 
open the way for progress and enlightenment, unless 
the Parliament has under its control a strong and 
active military force. That this also may be a dan- 
ger in Turkey, as it has been in other countries, is 
evident, but without it anarchy would soon triumph 
all over the empire. The people of Turkey have 
always been ruled by force of arms in the past, and 
they are not yet fitted to recognize any other force. 
Hitherto the army has been exclusively Moslem. It 
will be a long step toward a recognition of the equal- 
ity of Christians when the Young Turks carry out 


‘their promise to extend the conscription for the army 


to all the races of the empire. 

Whether the Young Turks are to succeed and to 
overcome the obstacles in their way, or whether their 
patriotic efforts are to result in the disintegration and 
destruction of the Turkish Empire, is known only to 
God, and it will be in accordance with his will. But 
we believe that the principles which these Young 
Turks have proclaimed in their motto of ‘ Liberty, 
Justice, Equality, and Fraternity,’’ are Christian 
principles with which we are bound to sympathize, 
and to the triumph of which we are bound to lend a 
hand. Even if they fail in thejr effort to establish a 
Turkish government on these principles, and the 
empire goes to pieces, the people will still be there, , 
and whatever we may have been able to do for 
them will be a lasting benefit. They will be so far 
fitted to make good citizens under whatever govern- 
ment they may be. It was while the Bulgarians were 
still Turkish subjects that Robert College did so much 
for them. 


Christianity not a Challenge, but a Gospel 

So far as the missionary and educational work of 
Americans in Turkey is concerned, it is plainly our 
duty to go forward with new zeal, rejoicing in the un- 
expected co-workers that we have found in the Young 
Turks ; but it is to be feared that, for a time at least, 
we may find that the difficulties and dangers of the 
work have not diminished. Such terrible outbreaks 
as those in Adana and Northern Syria may be re- 
peated in spite of the efforts of the Young Turks to 
prevent them, It will be long before the administra- 
tion of the provinces can be perfected. The desire of 
the Young Turks to put an end to foreign intervention 
may deprive’ us of some of the privileges which we 
now enjoy, and their need of conciliating the Moslem 
population of their Asiatic provinces and retaining 
their influence in the Muhammadan world can hardly 
fail to make them specially sensitive as to any attacks 
upon their religion. It is unfortunate that there has 
been so much talk in America of late about a crusade 
against Islam. It is certain to be misunderstood in 
Turkey. No true missionary is a crusader, or has 
any desire to attack or wage war against any one. 
His business is to make Christ known in love, and to 
win men to his service. It was not a challenge to 
war which Christ commanded. his disciples to carry 
to all nations, but the gospel, —glad tidings of salvation 
from sin and eternal death. The new régime in 
Turkey is as certain to resent a crusade as the old 
régime was, but if they find that we have no object 
in view but to help them in every way that we can, 
and they come to understand from our lives and from 
the Scriptures, which they as well as we recognize as 
the word of God, the real nature of the glad tidings 
which we bring, some at least will listen and be led 
by the Spirit to receive these glad tidings with joy. 

Whatever, then, may happen in the future, of which 
we can know nothing and can confidently foreéee but 
little, we are bound now to rejoice in this revolution, 
to sympathize heartily with the Young Turks, to wish 
them well, and to help them in every way in our power 
to fit the people of Turkey to live under a constitu- 
tional- government based upon the principles of 
‘* Liberty, Justice, Equality, and Fraterrity."' Above 
all we are to recognize the difficulties which they 
have to surmount, and to be patient and charitable 
while they aré trying to master them. 

Boston, 
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Faith an Act, Not a Belief 


By Professor George C. Foley, D.D. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Most people think of faith as a matter of temperament, or of mental attitude; if one has it natu- 

rally, he is fortunate; if he has it not, this is regrettable, but quite beyond his own control. 

Moreover, faith is commonly supposed to be a form of belief, which, if one has, assures one of all 

the blessings that follow faith. Yet these notions are utterly mistaken and dangerously mislead- | 
ing; and Professor Foley shows why. 


HE writer had occasion recently to assign He- 
brews 11 : 1 (‘* Now faith is assurance of things 
hoped for, a conviction of things not seen.’’) to 

a class of divinity students as the basis for a sermon on 
faith. The result was that his suspicion turned into a 
conviction that few, if any, of them had a clear idea 
of the full meaning of the word “ faith,’ especially 
as it is illuminated by that text. That text is, if 
not a definition, certainly a description, of faith, and 
the ensuing chapter is filled with illustrations of the 
thought contained in the first verse. And yet the 
students failed to perceive the thought, and their at- 
tempts to define faith revealed a very vague notion of 
what is involved in that great Christian word. Prob- 
ably none of the usual definitions of it are quite un- 
true, but they are deficient because they are unable to 
explain what faith is said to accomplish. All that 
wonderful and far-reaching result which we call salva- 
tion hinges upon faith ; and as salvation is fundamen- 
tally moral, its source must also be moral. The famil- 
iar way in which typical Christian words are used 
misleads many to suppose that they are quite clear in 
their conceptions ; but when they are driven to give 
a terse and inclusive statement of what they mean, it 
often becomes evident that they are really indefinite 
and uncertain. 

Perhaps one reason’ why some religious words lose 
vividness is the imperfection of our language. We 
are led astray by the lack of similarity between words 
which are the translation of Greek terms from the 
same root. A well-known example of this has kept 
alive a misunderstanding of the doctrine of justifica- 
tion. The adjective, noun, and verb which are em- 
ployed in the Greek -te--discuss this doctrine are 
dikaios, dikaiosune, and dikaioun— manifestly all 
three related. Similarly, in Latin we have justus, 

justitia,.and justificare—again all. three in close-as- 
sociation. But when we come to English, we have 
righteous, righteousness, and—/justify / Our translators 
were too wise to render the Greek noun by such a 
feeble legal word as the Latin ‘‘justice.’’ They 
realized that the deep, transforming idea in the mind 
of Paul was more adequately represented by the fine 
moral Anglo-Saxon ‘‘righteousness.’’ It seems a pity 
that they had not the courage to keep the three 
English terms in the same obvious relation as in the 
other languages, and then we should have had righ#- 
cous, righteousness, and righten. 

A similar, if not a worse, misfortune has happened 
to the word we are studying. In the Greek, the noun 
and verb are pistis and Pisteutun, which are as allied 
in thought as they are in appearance. But in English 
they are translated by faith and dbefieve ; and then, 
because of the use of the latter word, faith is often 
made synonymous with belief. The connotations of 
‘* belief'’ in common speech make this a deterioration, 
and it is no doubt helped by the fact that the confes- 
sion of our faith in the Apostles’ Creed begins, ‘‘I 
believe,’’ We have reached the farthest remove from 
the New Testament idea when people come to think 
that they have faith when they are orthodox—that is, 
when they assent tu certain. theological formulas. But 
this seems a very unnecessary misunderstanding ; and 
surely such important consequences as are attributed 
to faith by Paul cannot follow from such unspiritual 
sources. Faith must be something more than mere re- 
ceptivity ; its symbol is something better than the open 
hand that represents mere willingness to appropriate. 
All the alternative expressions by which we try to de- 
scribe it suggest parts of its attitude. It is belief, 
trust, confidence, assurance, conviction, and other 
things which indicate the personal relations between 
the soul and its Saviour. Yet not all of these words 
together reveal to us just why faith is so momentous 
in its power and its achievement. Paul treats of it as 
an energetic and self-explanatory cause of righteous- 
ness, and to his idea the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews gives virile expression. 

The render ng for Hebrews 11 : 1 in the Authorized 
Version is : ‘- Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.'’ The 
important words in each of these clauses fail te stimu- 


late the mind of the ordinary reader, because they are 
passive and inert. He becomes confused owing to his 
habitual employment of them, and asks how the 
principle of faith can be either the substance or the 
evidence of things not yet seen or realized. The 
American Revisers come much nearer the experience 
of the believer by reading: ‘‘ Faith is assurance of 
things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen.’’ 
We feel, however, that the English Revisers were still 
nearer the true thought when they made both words 
active. In their margin, ‘‘ assurance’’ is alternated 
with ‘‘ the giving substance to,’’ and for ‘‘ evidence"’ 
or ‘‘conviction’’ they have ‘‘the Jroving of things 
not seen’’ (margin, ‘‘test’’). That is, faith is more 
than assurance or confidence ; it is not evidence. in the 
sense of testimony or proof or conviction ; it is putting 
to the proof or test, acting as though the unseen were 
real. The latter half of the verse is the more signifi- 
cant, and. most of the examples of faith are illustra- 
tions of the truth set forth in the Revised Version. 

This meaning of faith is very evideht from a few 
instances. Noah was told that there was to be a flood 
upon the earth. He did not simply believe the state- 
ment; he ‘prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house.’’. The act did not merely manifest his faith ; 
it was his faith, the thing which distinguished his atti- 
tude from mere belief which did nothing. When 
Abraham was promised an inheritance in another 
country, he was not only convinced of it, but he went 
out and dwelt, in. tents in the land of promise... His 
faith consisted in his leaving Chaldea, and sojourning 
‘¢in the-land of promise, as in a land not. his own.”’ 
And so it was his actual offering of Isaac in the. face 
of an enormous mental difficulty that constituted a 
faith which could be counted for righteousness. Until 
the moral act was performed, ‘the'spring of it was not 
deserving of the name of faith. Similarly with Joseph's 
commandment concerning his bones, and the hiding 
of Moses, and the lawgiver’s forsaking Egypt and its 
pleasures, and his sprinkling of the .blood, and the 
passage of the Red Sea, and the compassing of Jericho, 
and the other great heroisms of faith in this chapter. 
In each instance, it was not merely an assurance or a 
conviction that the unseen thing was true ; it was the 
acting as though it were true. If this be the char- 
acteristic of faith, it is easy to see how it can. be the 
condition and means of spiritual life and character. 

Faith is a moral act ; that is the reason why it in- 
evitably has moral effects. It is common to say that 
faith is the motive power, and acts are its results ; 
and for purposes of thought or distinction the two 
things can be so separated. But life transcends all 
analysis of it, and things which may be discriminated 
in the mind may not be sundered in experience. In 
living, the two things which may be formally discon- 
nected are indissoluble and indistinguishable. A 
familiar figure is that faith is like a coiled spring. 
Yes, but it is not like the tight spring of a clock, 
which represents latent power but gives out none be- 
cause the pendulum is still. It is rather like the main- 
spring which does something as soon as it is wound ; 
it is not the spring as such, but the spring in action. 

Surely this ought to relieve us from an uncertainty 
as to the place which faith plays in justification. 
Faith is reckoned unto us for righteousness; and 
many a believer is haunted by the suspicion of some- 
thing artificial or even insincere, as though God gra- 
ciously called us what we are not. But if faith be a 
moral act, then it can be reckoned to us for righteous- 
ness, because it zs righteousness, It is the beginning 
of the Divine life, the promise and potency of all that 
is to come ; and the grace is exhibited, not in saying 
what is not true, but in accepting the germ for what 
it contains of possibility as well as attainment. We 
do not have to earn status with God ; but he sees in 
faith a real righteousness, the vital source and assur- 
ance of that likeness of character to him which is the 
only hope of our being with him. 

The distinction drawn between faith and other less 
active words is of practical value because it so simply 
resolves the doubt which troubles not a few good peo- 
ple as to whether they have saving feith. The old 


“I acknowledge him as my Master, 


going out upon the pond. An analogy has been used 
by many preachers, but it suggests more than some 
of them get out of it. It is the story of the little girl 
who hears her father’s voice in the dark cellar, and 
believes without question that he is there. On his 
invitation that she jump down into the arms of the 
one whom she cannot see, she has faith only if she 
trusts herself to the unseen by actual response. 

How may I know if I have faith? The test is, 
what am I doing about it? Take, for example, the 
confession of the creed, which ought to be so much 
more than a statement of mental acquiesence. ‘‘I 
believe in God the Father’’ means that | believe that 
God is my Father. If I treat him as though he 
were my Father, if I act in any wise as his child, 
then only and to that extent have I faith. ‘I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,’’ means that 
What single thing 
have I done simply because he commanded it? Have 
I any real spirit of obedience, so that in any degree I 
try todo as he would have me do? In that degree 
only have I faith, since faith is putting to the test the 
reality of that Person whom, having not seen, I pro- 
fess to love. It cannot stop short in feelings or atti- 
tudes of the soul ; it must be completed in the moral 
act. 
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For Children at Home | 





Why Father’s Dinner Was Late 
; By Sarah N. McCreery 


os OW, be careful,’’ cautioned mother as she 
handed Clara and ‘Fritz a basket’ covered 
with a dainty napkin. ‘‘Don’t cross the 

tracks in front of a train or an engine.”’ relay: 

Father was yery busy that day at the factory trying 
to finish some. doors for a new house, and he had 
asked. mother to send his dinner down by the children. 

Clara and Fritz promised to be careful, and they 
went down the street playing ‘‘The Boat Came 
Loaded With—.’’ They were as far as ‘‘H,’” when 
they came to the tracks. 

‘«The boat came loaded with apples, apes, bears, 
bugs—"’ 

‘«Stop,’’ Clara cried suddenly, and she pulled back 
on her side of the basket. ‘You are forgetting what 
mother said. Don’t cross the tracks in front of an 
engine or a train,’’ she reminded him. 

Fritz looked up quickly, and sure enough, there was 
a monster engine. ‘* Let's sit on the edge of the walk 
and wait until it goes away,’’ he suggested. 

The game went on to the end, but the engine stayed. 

‘«I hope father’s coffee won't get cold,’’ said Clara 
anxiously, as they started a new game. 

They did not know that father had looked out of the 
shop door twice to see if they were coming. The 
third time he stepped out on the walk, and he caught 
sight of a familiar straw hat and some short brown 
curls. He looked again to make sure, and then he 
started in the direction of the hat and the curls, 

‘*Why don’t you come on with my dinner?’’ he 
asked when he was within calling distance. There 
was annoyance in the tone, for he thought the chil- 
dren had just stopped to play. 

The children started in surprise. ‘‘ Mother said 
not to cross in front of an engine,’’ and Clara pointed 
to the one on the track. ‘We are waiting for it to 
go on.”’ 

Then father laughed and laughed, while the chil- 
dren looked at him in astonishment. ‘‘ That engine 
won't run over you,’’ he said, wiping his eyes. 
«« There is no fire in it, and nobody to run it. That 
‘kind of an engine is called a ‘dead’ engine. I guess 
I would have starved if you had waited until it moved 
on.”’ He lifted Clara and Fritz up to look at the 
‘*dead*’ engine, and they laughed, too. 

Father laughed again that evening as he told mother. 
‘«] waited two hours for my dinner,’’ he finished. 

‘¢ The children did just as they were told, anyway, 
and that was the important thing,’’ said mother. 

Bur.inctTon, Iowa. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 30 -(James 2 : 14-26) 






The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


For the Teacher’s Preparation 


ASTER the stimulating explanation by Professor Foley 
of ‘* Faith an Act, Not a Belief,’’ page 252, so that 
you can make perfectly clear to your class the differ- 

ence between faith and mere belief. Bear in mind that there 
can be nosuch thing as a passive or unworking faith ; such 
fRith. not only is dead, but does not exist as faith at all. 

What is faith ? (Riddle, on v. 14.) 

The shuddering knowledge of demons is like a dead or- 
thodoxy (Riddle, on v. 19). 

Various suggestive evidences of faith, such as the taking 
of medicine, the eating of food, etc., are given by Mr. 
Pierson (first paragraph). 

Can a person be saved who does nothing about it? 
(Stelzle, last paragraph.) 

‘The judgment day test ¢s stated by Christ himsel- con- 
firms James’ assertions (Stelzle, 1, 2). 

When faith is said to be made ‘perfect ’’ by works, in 
verse 22, the word perfect does not mean sinless, but com- 
plete ; faith is completed by. works ; until it evidences itself 
by works it is incomplete. 

Verse 24 might be paraphrased to read as follows: ‘‘ By 
works [that evidence faith] a man is justified, and not by 
[a dead] faith [that is barren of works].’’ 

A well-known preacher of the past generation used to 
say: ‘*It is sometimes said, ‘ It doesn’t make any differ- 
ence what a man believes if he only does right.’ But I 
should say, ‘It doesn’t make any difference what a man 
believes if he doesn’t do right.’ ”’ ; 

The Christian who never does anything about his belief 
is about équal to the patriotic citizen who never goes to the 
polls to vote. 

As to who this James was, see Professor Riddle’s first 
paragraph. 

Possible dates for the letter, and reasons for its writing 

(Riddle, 2; Ramsay, 1; Sanders, 1). 


- Getting Started in Class 


A boy sat in a kitchen watching a pot of water 
boiling over a fire. The steam. was puffing out 
of the spout, and occasionally lifting the lid of 
the kettle a little. Perhaps some of you can go on 
with the rest of the story,—who the boy was, and 
what he did with what he saw. (If not, tell the 
familiar story of James Watt and his discovery of the 
power of steam.) 

Of how much use in the world had steam been, 
before James Watt learned how to harness it and put 
it to work? Of how much use has steam been since 
then? What are some of the things that steam does 
to-day? If steam ever goes out of general use as 
one of the great natural driving powers of the world, 
it will be only because men have discdVered that 
electricity, or some other still undiscovered power, 
will do even better work. And electricity, a few 
years ago, was of no working value to mankind, be- 
cause we had not learned how to put it to work. A 
man with a kite and a key began the harnessing. 

There was another boy named James, who lived 
some seventeen hundred years earlier than James 
Watt, and who, when he grew up, wrote a letter 
about the greatest working-power in the world. Like 
steam and electricity, the force in which this old-time 
James was so interested amounts to nothing—is not 
a force or a power at all—if it is not putto work. As 
it is a power that God meant us all to have, it is 
pretty important that we should put it to work A/ard, 
and now, in our own lives. Let us see what it is, 
and how to use it. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


What is the name of this power of which James 
wrote? Yes, faz#h. And what is faith? Get your 
class to give their own definitions of this word that 
is used so much, and understood so little. Cross- 
question them on their answers, and thus compel 
some downright thinking. Call for the repeating of 
these two verses: John 3:16; Acts 16:31. There 
we are told that if we de/zeve on Jesus, we shall be 
saved. What does that mean? Does it mean that 
if a person just believes that Jesus is the Son of God, 
and says that he believes it, his salvation here and 
hereafter is secure? A g many people seem to 
think so, but the Bible does not teach this. And 
James wrote his letter to make this plain. 

Now have the lesson read aloud in class,—unless it 
was read during the school’s opening exercises,—and 
then get the pupils to give their own ideas of what 
James means. 


There are two kinds of belief: belief that does 


nothing, and belief that does something. The first _ 


“kind is not faith;'the second kind may be. .If our 
belief-in‘God and Jesus Clitist is not 2/zve enough to 
influenee our lives, by leading us-to-do what they 
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LESSON 9. MAY 30. BELIEVING AND DOING 


James 2 : 14-26. Commiit verse 26 


14 What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath 
faith, but have not works? can that faith save him? 15 If a 
brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food, 16 and 
one of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled ; and yet ye give them not the things needful to the body ; 
what doth it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it have not works, is 
dead in itself. 18 ' Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and 
I have works : show me thy faith apart from ¢hy works, and | 
by works will show thee my faith. 19 Thou believest that 
2 God is one ; thou doest well: the demons also believe, and 
shudder. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith apart 
from works is barren? 21 Was not Abraham our Father justi- 
fied by works, in that he offered up Isaac his son upon te 
altar? 22 ® Thou seest that faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect ; 23 and the scripture was 
fulfilled which saith, And Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned unto him for righteousness ; 5 and he was called the 
friend of God.. 24 Ye see that by works a man is justified, 
and not only by faith. +*5 And in like manner was not also 
Rahab the harlot justified by works, in that she received the 
messengers, and sent them out another way? 26 For as the 
body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from 
works is dead. 


1 Or, But some one will say * Some ancient authorities read there 
ope God. * Or, Seest thou... perfect? 4Gen. xv.6. © Is. xli. 8; 
2 . XX. 7. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons: 
% 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 14.—What is faith? (Foley, page 252 in this 
issue; Riddle; Ramsay, 4.) 

Verse 19.—Explain ‘‘ God is one.’’ What is meant by 
demons ? What significance in the statement that they 
**shudder ’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 21.—What is the Old Testament reference for the 
Abraham incident? (Riddle, fourth paragraph). 

Verse 23.—What Scripture reference? (Riddle, fourth 
paragraph.) 

Verse 25.—*‘‘ Justified "from what? What is the Old 
Testament reference for the Rahab. incident? (Riddle, 
fifth paragraph. ) 








would have us do, our belief is not faith, and is 
empty, useless, dead. And dead faith saves no one. 
The man on the wrecked ship who does nothing with 
his belief in the life-line is not going to be a bit 
helped by his belief (use the striking illustration 
given in Mr. Foster’s fourth and fifth paragraphs 
here). How did Abraham show his faith? How did 
Rahab show hers? (The references to both are ex- 
plained in Professor Riddle’s fourth and fifth para- 
graphs.) An unusually effective collection of inci- 
dents illustrating faith and works will be found in 
this issue’s ‘‘ Round Table.” 

If we want either God or men to believe that we 
have real faith in Christ as our Saviour, we must give 
some evidence of it. If we have no such evidence to 
give, by works that Christ would approve of, then 
others and ourselves may be pretty sure that our 
‘*faith”’ is no faith at all. 

This lesson gives an opportunity to close with a 
straightforward, practical application of its truth, as 
Miss Slattery did in her class (paragraphs 4, 6, and 
7), or Mr. Foster in his (paragraphs 7 tog). James 
left his readers in no doubt as to what he meant. 
Let us, as teachers, be just as fair and direct with 
those whom we would teach. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 


The empty religious phrases with which an Oriental dis- 
misses an appeal for almsgiving (Mackie, 2). 

It is one thing to say we have faith ; another to prove it. 
Are we proving our claim to belief in Christ as the only 
Saviour? Are we evidencing the trustworthiness of Jesus 
Christ ? (Pierson, first, second, and last paragraphs). 

Four missionary illustrations of faith that was proved 
(Pierson, 3-6). 

ere was no contradiction between James and Paul in 
the matter of faith and works (Ramsay, paragraphs 2-4 
and last paragraph ; Ridgway, 1). 

Why the workingman as a class belongs in the church 
(Ridgway, 2). 

How works did something that faith could not have 
done (Howard). 

Belief alone may be “‘ perfectly right, and yet perfectly 
inefficacious ’’ (Ramsay, 5). 

If as Christians wé would even retain our personal 
Christianity, we must be doing something about it all the 
time (Ramsay, 1). 


- ment. 





Golden Text: Faith apart from works is barren.—James 2 : 20 








The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE Autuor oF THE EpistLe,—The writer was 
‘* James the Lord’s brother” (Gal. 1 : 19), men- 
tioned in the last lesson, and referred to in 
1 Corinthians 15: 7. Called also ‘‘ James the Just,” 
he was virtually the head of the church at Jerusalem. 
He died a violent death at the hands of fanatical 
ews in A.D. 63. The view that he was the son of 
oseph and Mary occasions least exegetical difficulty. 
he Eastern church, however, early held that he was 
the son of Joseph by a former wife, thus maintaining 
the perpetual virginity of our Lord’s mother. Both 
these views imply that he was not one of the twelve 
apostles, Jerome, in the fourth century, invented 
the theory that he was a cousin of our Lord, and 
identical with the apostle ‘‘ James the son of Al- 
heus.” This was intended to support the view that 
Tosonh begat no children. 

The Date.—T wo opinions are held: That the epistle 
was written about the time of the council at Jerusa- 
lem (see last lesson); the other, that it was written 
shortly before the death of the author (A.D. 63). The 
former view makes it the earliest book of the New 
Testament, and implies that there is no adverse ref- 
erence to Paul’s doctrine in the lesson. . The position 
assigned to Lessons g and 10 seem to accept this date. 
‘The other view allows more time for the development 
of an erroneous practise based «pon the perversion 
of the doctrine of justification by faith, and implies 
that the epistle opposes a lax morality resulting from 
dead orthodoxy. Scholars are divided on this point. 

Character of Epistle.—A series of moral precepts, 
addressed to Jewish-Christian communities. It has 
no obvious plan, and has been termed ‘‘ the Christian 
Book of Proverbs.” The lesson contains one of the 
few passages where the thought is continuous, and 
— the only discussion that can be termed’ 
‘* doctrinal.” 

The References to Abraham,—In verse 21 the pa- 
triarch’s crowning act of faith and obedience (Heb. 
II : 17-19) is cited to prove that true faith works obe- 
dience, and thus receives its completeness (v. 22). 
The touching incident is described in Genesis 22. 
In verse 23 thice is a direct citation of Genesis 15 : 6. 
This passage refers to Abraham’s faith at a much 
earlier period, when God made a promise as to his 
numerous offspring. ‘* Reckoned unto him for right- 
eousness” is equivalent to ‘‘ was justified,’’ But this 
passage points to the beginning of Abraham's faith, 
while verse 22 refers to a much later period, when 
his obedience attested his faith. *‘ Friend of God” is 
based upon 2 Chronicles 20 : 7; Isaiah 41 : 8. 

Rahab.—The story of Rahab and the spies at Jeri- 
cho is found in Joshua 2, Its sequel is narrated in 
Joshua 6 : 22-25. Rahab was an ancestress of David 
(Ruth 4: 21, 22; Matt. 1: 5,6). In the list of ‘* the 
heroes of faith” her case is the last one given in de- 
tail (Heb. 11:31). Her faith (Josh. 2: 9-11) led to 
action, and the incident is an apt illustration of the 
main point of the lesson. Though an alien and a har- 
lot, she was ‘“' justified,”— that is, reckoned as right- 
eous before God. This implies forgiveness and ac- 
ceptance among the number of the people of Jehovah, 


Light on Puzzling 

Verse 14.—/f a man say he hath faith: There is 
no emp..asis on ‘‘ say,” as if it implied that it was 
not really the case. ‘* Faith,” in the New Testament, 
almost always means ‘ believing,” not what is be- 
lieved (as often in modern usage). But it is applied 
in different senses. Here, as the context shows, it 
means a fruitless faith, and in verse 19 a merely in- 
tellectual credence.—Can that faith save him? The 
presence of the article in Greek, as well as the con- 
text, upholds the rendering, ‘* that faith.” 

Verse 18.—A man will say: This man is con- 
trasted with the man referred to in verse 14. 

Verse 19.—Thou believest: This verse is the lan- 
guage of the writer, not of the person cited in verse 
18, and is addressed to the person referred to in verse 
16, the man who has a fruitless faith. Indeed, the - 
rest of the lesson is virtually addressed to the same 

erson.—Z7hat God is one: Thisisthe better attested 

orm of the passage. The unity of God was empha- 
sized by the Jews, in opposition to Gentile polythe- 
ism. It is a fundamental tenet of Christianity also, 
as everywhere appears in the New Testament.— 7%e 
demons : Inferior evil spirits.—A/so believe : Accept 
as true the fact that God is one, a merely intellectual 
credence.—And shudder: Preferable to ‘‘ tremble.” 
To evil spirits a knowledge of the truth is a source of 
misery. A dead orthedoxy is, therefore, in a certain 
sense, demoniacal, and its effects warrant this state- 
Compare our Lord's discourse in Matthew 23. 
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Faith and Works 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


ier - Epistle of James is inspired by the desire to 

resist and extirpate n faults that became 

manifest in the church as it grew stronger and 
acquired a large body of adherents. The two open- 
ing chapters are directed largely nst a dangerous 
— hension of one of the fun ental principles 
on which Paul insisted most strongly. Christianity 
is the religion of an educated «nd thoughtful p 2ople; 
and only those who seriously attempt to rise to the 
full comprehension of its doctrine, and who steadily 
live more and more intensely, and w morally 
stronger as they grow older, can maintain themselves 
on the true level of the Faith, The great Pauline 
doctrine of justification by faith was one which the 
unthinking multitude would easily misunderstand 
ont misapply. James has to deal with this misappli- 
cation, 

His letter, therefore, belongs in point of date to a 
stage in Savereuraoee following immediately upon 
the preaching of Paul. When James declares that 
‘*by works a man is justified, and not only by faith,” 
he is not contradicting Paul's statement that ‘‘a man 
is not justified by the works of the law save through 
faith in Jesus Christ”: he is correcting a false view 
as to the meaning of Paul's words. hen he asks, 
‘*Was not Abraham our father—was not Rahab— 
justified by works?” he is expressing an apparent, 

ut not a real, dissent from Paul and from the writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, who quoted Abraham 
and Rahab as examples of faith. James sees and says 
emphatically about Abraham ‘that faith wrought 
with his works, and by works was faith made per- 
fect.” He saw that faith and works must go hand- 
in-hand, and he protests against the separation which 
some had made between them. 

He emphasized the truth that ‘‘ faith without works 
is dead.” But he also, in the opening words of his 
letter, lays the strongest emphasis on the power of 
faith, ‘If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask 
of God, and it shall be given him: but let him ask in 
faith, doubting nothing.’’ He who doubts must not 
_‘*think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” 
These passages show that faith was to James, as 
much as to Paul, the fundamental requirement in 


‘ religion; but it is not his purpose to emphasize this. . 


Others. had done 80 sufficiently, and James’ ‘slight 
allusions imply the Sere and strength of the 
doctrine in the church, 

But it was easy to talk of ‘faith, and to mean by it 
something essentially different, from what Paul had 
in mind. To-Paul faith implied a change and re- 
making of the whole. nature, so that the man who 


believed must inevitably carry his faith into action... 


Faith in the Pauline sense could not exist without 
roducing what James calls works. Faith was to 
aul a power, and not a mere quality or character- 

istic. Faith drove the man on to act. Faith pos- 

sessed and ruled the man. ‘‘It is no longer I that 
live, but Christ that liveth in me”: every man who 
had true faith, and was justified by faith, could say 
for himself those words of Paul: Christ lived and 
worked in him. But it was quite possible to apply 
the words ‘‘ faith” and ‘belief’ to a certain purely 
intellectual appreciation of the truth, or an apprecia- 
tion so weak in moral quality that it could not re- 
make the man's nature. Paul would have refused to 
acknowledge such a quality as deserving the great 
name of ‘* faith."”” James saw that people who thought 
themselves, and were ae t by others to be, mem- 
bers of the Christian Church, were making the great 
mistake and regarding such empty intellectual belief 
as ‘‘faith”; and he perceived that it was not suffi- 

. cient to tell them that this quality was not really 

‘*faith.” Stronger emphasis was needed to penetrate 

deaf ears and dull or prejudiced minds. 

Hence the vigorous and thorough-going way in 
which James denounces the error. e points out 
that belief alone may be perfectly right, and yet per- 
fectly inefficacious. The devils also believe and 
tremble; they recognize the nature and divinity and 
power of Jesus, and tremble before him; but they 
are no nearer salvation on that account. The only 
safe rule, therefore, for the ordinary man is, to insist 


that faith without works cannot give salvation. Such 


faith is not the living and transforming power that 
Paul preached: it is dead. Look at the life and the 
acts and works of every man, and do not estimate him 
on his words and professions. If you see a fellow- 
Christian in rags or starving, and content yourself 
with words of consolation and sympathy, such as 
‘*Go in peace: may you be warmed and fed,” and do 
not give him what is needed for his physical comfort, 
what is the good of your faith and your sympathetic, 
kindly words? I need something that I can see and 
appreciate, before I take your faith as real: I cannot 
take it on credit merely because you talk finely about 
it. Such is the plain fact of life. Such is the rough 
ractical sense of the ordinary man. Faith apart 
rom works is barren: it produces no good for. the 
church, for the neighbors, or for the man him- 
self. 

Then James appeals to examples which would be 
familiar to all Christians. Abraham was-the great 
type of faith: he believed in the Promise of God, 


ty Stee ne 


, the wellof Bethlehem. T 
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when all appearance and bability was against its 
fulfilment. But Abrehni's. faith aeoueell itself in 
act. He offered up Isaac his son upon the altar, 
when God seemed to ask it. His faith was made 
perfect in the actions of his life, and hence his belief 
was reckoned unto him for righteousness; but the 
faith alone without the works in which it practically 
manifested itself would not have justified him. So 
also Rahab, who served as another favorite illustra- 
tion of the power of faith, was justified not only b 
faith, but by the work in which her faith made itself 
effective and real. 

James and Paul then are in reality ectly har- 
monious; but James warns the generation which had 
listened to Paul against a misinterpretation of his 
teaching. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
4 
Oriental Lesson - Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HAT doth it profit? (v.14). Nearly every- 
W ~~ in Oriedtal religious thought and feelin 
is affected by the idea of merit and reward 
Religion is a yoke, but the submissive bearing of it 
will entitle to special treatment and secure special 
advantages. The spirit of the devotee and ascetic 
abounds, but on every side there is the recognized 
fact that religion is a market in which high re- 
turns are expected for the dedicated self. Rarely 
does one hear of the spirit of unselfish heroism that 
was manifested in wae to David the water from 
e thought is, ‘‘ How much 
am I to obtain from God ?” rather than ‘‘ How much 
can God obtain from me?” An Arabic proverb de- 
scribing the case of a. man who deserved better treat- 
ment, says, ‘‘ He fasted a year, and then had to dine 
on a grasshopper.” -It was a-poor result after so 
much devotional self-denial! Among the Jews the 
Messiah is.expected to bring’ compensation for the 
keeping of the faith and all the attendant privatior s. 
In quite the opposite spirit the attraction held out 


‘tea:Paul.was, ok will show him how many things he 
, mugt suffer for my:name's sake.” .....- ' 
Go. in peace; be ye warmed and filled (y. 16).. 


Similar to this barren. expression of good-will is the 
answer usually given to a beggar when the person 
appealed to is eithér unable or unwilling ‘to give him 
anything. ‘He says, ‘‘God will-give you,” or ** Ma 
God give you.” It is his word of peace we re tye : 
The gar may continue to plead, ‘‘ The Lord will 
reward you,” ‘'’The Lord will make your path easy,” 
“* The Lord will give you length of days,” but after 
hearitig séveral times the conventional ‘‘ God will 
give you,” he moves on toward the next door. 
BryRout, Syria: 
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Faith—Dead and Alive 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HE proof of faith is action, whether that action is 
the taking of medicine, the —s calmly in a 
railroad train, the eating of food, the casting 

of a vote, the giving of one’s self to Christ, or the de- 
voting of one’s energies and money to the spread of 
the gospel. It is one thing to say we have faith, and 
another to Jrove that we have it. 

Christians claim to believe in Christ as the Saviour 
of the world, ard the on/y way of salvation. That 
claim is barren and dead unless it is proved to be 
living by our earnest efforts to spread the gospel. 

Fidelia Fiske proved that her faith was living and 
her love real, when, in response to the call for a mis- 
sionary teacker for Persia, she left her congenial 
position in Mt. Holyoke College to found a school for 
the unattractive Moslems. Her stirring story is told 
in ‘‘ Faith Working by Love.” 

Johannes GosSner proved the reality of his faith in 
God and the gospel when he trained and sent out 
into the mission field two hundred men and women, 
trusting only in God for the needed supplies. 

Dr. Fon Scudder stood the test of possessing a 
living faith when he left a growing practise in New 
York to become a pioneer medical missionary in India. 

A servant girl in London, mentioned by the Rev. 
George MacGregor, proved her faith in God and his 
Kingdom when she saved from her bogey | wages $100 
to help send the news of her Saviour to those in dark- 
ness. 

We do not trust to empty, impotent idols, but in the 
living Lord of Heaven and earth. There is only 
one way to make good our claims to our faith in 
Christ. We ought to be ready to stake all we are 
and all we have on him and the success of his cause. 
Such faith will be contagious. It will be to unbeliev- 
ers, at home and abroad, an evidence of the trust- 
worthiness of Jesus Christ, 

Brooxtyn, N. Y. 


Stingy Church-Mem 
' things needful (v. 16). 








MAY 15, 1909 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Saying and -— What doth it profit, my breth- 
ren, if a man say(v. 14). We asd bee Se leceah: 
lem attending the first Christian getting-together, 
and have met James. We will listen to him fora 
couple of lessons. Some people think Paul and 
— contradict each other when they speak of 
aith and works (Gal. 2: 16; Eph. 2: 8,9). Always 
remember that James is a gentle, fatherly pastor 
talking to his comfortable church-members, perhaps ~ 
on a communion Sunday, and that Paul is an aggres- 
sive missionary talking to a lot of sinners he is gath- 
ering out of the world and moulding into Christians. 
Street preacher Jones, addressing ‘‘The Neck,” 
doesn’t do it as Dr. Smith addresses ‘‘ The Avenue.” 
We old church-members cre strong on the observ- 
ances. We are great on the say. But how griev- 
ously we fall down on the do! Ho rly our talks 
in yer-meeting square with our fite in the mill 
and store and office. One evening I wrote a beauti- 
ful lesson note about telling the truth. The next 
morning I went to my office and dictated a lie to 
make sure of an order. ‘I told a man I could deliver 
a machine in two weeks when I knew it would take 
four. I tore the letter up, and wrote the truth. Yes, 
and got the order, too. ut it is so much easier to 
write goodness than to practise it. Yea, verily, Pas- 
tor James, what does it prufit to say if we don't do? 
But we are growing. If I had not been a Christian 
I would never have rewritten that letter. 


bers.— Ye give them not the 
Whenever you find a mean 
ont nay church-member you will always find an 
old pew-holder. The new convert that Paul gathers 
in down inthe mill or at the theater meeting turns 
his pockets inside out. The ‘‘ works” part. takes 
care of itself. The live ones in every church seek 
out the naked and hungry. The meanest and. most 
miserly ple I ever knew were church-members. 
They belong to church because it costs nothing. 
They have no faith and they have no works; and the 
church is the only society where the dues are ‘‘ free- 
will offerings,” and the benefits the best things in 
this world, and all things in the next (1 Tim. 4: 8; 
Psa. 84: 11).. But you fellows oughtn’t to hold the 
generous.members. responsible. for .these monstrosi- 
ties. God will take care of them (Matt. 13 : 30). You 
big-hearted workmen have no business. to beout of 
the church. You are the greatest givers in the 
world. When time after time you pass ‘‘ thé papers ” 
and pour out the hard-earned money for the families 
of Bova injured shopmates, sometitiies meén*'you 
h y know, you have so much of the Christ spirit in 
you that you aré as much out of place out of the 
church as the mean old skinflints are out of place in 
it. Jesus Christ is after men just like you. 


A Live —Even so faith, if it have not works, 
#s dead (vy. 17). Whenever I speak of a boy in these 
notes nobody thinks I mean a dead boy. So when 
Paul mentions faith he means a live faith. A live 
boy does things. So does a live faith. Paul is too 
busy to stop and tell you. He just says, *‘ faith”; 
= imagination must do the rest.. James is in no 

urry, he doesn’t have to catch a boat for Spain,— 
he’ll tell you all about it. When I took John Doan 
up to Rock Run fifteen years ago to take aclass of 
live boys, he used to resign once a month regularly. 
‘I’m doin’ no good,” said John, ‘‘those boys are 
doing everything else on earth but-listening to me.” 
‘* John,” said I, ‘just so you keep them from hang- 
ing the place out the windows is all I ask.” Why, 
dear me, if those boys had not been “fidgety and 
fussy,” ‘‘a pushin’ and a shovin’,” and ‘doing 
everything else on earth but listening,” I would have 
thought them idiots and invalids. nd a faith that 
doesn’t keep things on the jump is dead or dying. 
John Doan’s boys were all right. ‘They are fine 
Christian men now. They are the living works of 

ohn Doan’s own living faith. Yet John never knew 
it or even thought of it at the time (Gal. 6 : 9; 1 Cor. 
15: 58). 

Faith.—/ by my works will show thee my faith 
(v. 18). What is your oo of a mill which only 
turns out a good piece of goods occasionally? And 
of a man who only does a good thing once in a while ? 
Well, that’s the difference between the Christian 
man and the other man. The Christian man has a 
new factory, good management, good stock, and the 

roduct is uniformly good (2 Cor. 5: 17; Isa. 45: 13; 
John 15:5; Luke6: 45). Heard a fellow say the 
other day, ‘‘Old Number Four hasa habit of making 
good stuff.” That is the way it is with the Chris- 
tian. You fellows are declaring yourselves every 
day by what you do and by what you don’t do. 
Your courtesy to women shows your faith in them. 
Your thoughtfulness toward old folks shows your 
faith in your parents. Your reverence toward all 
that’s good shows your faith in God. I know a man 
who is the most imposed upon ard swindled of men. 
He is ‘‘so. dead easy,” as you fellows say, any slick- 
tongued rogue can deceive him. It is because, being 
an honest and good man himself, he believes all the 
world to be better than itis. That‘is faith. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 30 (James 2 : 14-26) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
it. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 


that can be used, and two dollars for 
the best illustration used for each week's lesson. ‘The impor- 
tant conditions the acceptance of material, and the 


be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


No Time to Pray.— Faith apart ig works ts 
pe tag me vor Text). The Rev. . Wilson was 
tor of a church. One day 


large and prosperous 
Es tonrned that in a lonely place in that vicinity a 


certain widow with several children was living in 
dire poverty. With impulsive eagerness he jumped 
into his buggy and drove to the cottage. The scene 
which there met his gaze was so distressing that he 
felt as if something was tearing at his heart. After 
a hurried conversation the widow asked, ‘‘ Dr. Wil- 
son, will you pray with me?” ‘‘ Pray!” thundered 
the doctor, ‘‘ I haven’t any time to pray.” He jumped 
into his buggy and drove to grocer, , butcher, 
and coal merchant. When he returned he busied 
himself until he had the place as warm as toast and 
the family generously f Then he said: ‘* Now I'll 

ray with you all the afternoon, if you wish.”—Mrs. 
a . Lowe, Hinsdale, N. Y. From The Christian 
Intelligencer. 


Evidence From the Book.—-Faith apart from works 
is barren (v.20). A chaplain in the army during 
the war was passinc: over the field when he saw a 
wounded. suldier lying upon the ground. He had his 
Bible under his arm, and he stooped down and said 
to the man, ‘‘ Would you like me to read you some- 
thing from the Bible?” The wounded man said, 
‘(I’m so thirsty, I would rather have a drink of 
water.” The chaplain hurried off, and as quickly as 

ible brought the water. After the man had 
rank the water, he said, ‘* Could lift. my head 
and put something under it?” he chaplain re- 
moved his light overcoat, rolled it up, and, tenderly 
lifting the head, put it asa pillow for the tired head 
to rest on. ‘ Now,” said the man, ‘if I only had 
something over me, I’m so cold.” ‘There was only 
one thing the chaplain could do, and that was to 


“take his coat off and cover the man. As he did so, 


the wounded man looked up in his: face, and said, 
**If there is anything in that Book that makes a man 


‘do-for another. what you have done for me, let me 


hear it."—Minnie ‘K. Hoffman, Chainbersburg, Pa. 
From The Christian Intelligencer. The prize for 


‘this week is awarded to this illustration. 


“How to be Lost.— Faith apart from works is bar- 


vén (Golden Text), Accertain evangelist is using a 
card on.one side of whichis the question, ‘* What. 


must I do to be saved?” and following it are the 
Scriptures which point out the way of salvation. On 
the other side of the card is the question, ‘* What 
must I do to be lost?” and the answer follows, 
“Nothing.” The reply is simple, but wonderfully 
impressive. Many think that in order to be lost they 
must run the long gamut of vices and be aggressively 
bad. Not so.— Juniata Rohrback, ashing ton, 
D.C. From The Epworth Herald. 


Where is Our Citizenship ?— What doth it profit ? 
(v. 14). D. L. Moody, whose great g sense made 
his religion an every-day employment, once met a 
well-known evangelist, and, as the election was 
coming on, asked him, ‘‘ What is the political out- 
look?” ‘+I don't know anything about the political 
outlook,” was the reply; ‘‘my citizenship is in 
heaven.” ‘‘ Better get it down to earth for the next 
sixty days,” was the very emphatic answer of Mr. 
Moody.—Hugh 7. Kerr, Chicago. : 


The Two Oars.— What doth it profit, my brethren, 
if a man. say he hath faith, but have not works? 
Can that faith save him? (v. 14.) Two gentlemen 
were one day crossing the river in a ferry-boat. A 
dispute about faith and works arose; one saying 
that good works were of small importance, and that 
faith was everything ; the other asserting ‘the con- 
trary. Not being able to convince each other, the 
ferryman, an enlightened Christian, asked permis- 
sion to give his opinion. Consent being granted, he 
said, “f hold in my hands two oars. That in my 
right hand I call ‘ faith,’ the other, in my left, ‘ works.’ 
Now, gentlemen, penne to observe, I pull the oar of 
faith, and pull that alone. See! the boat goes 
round and round, and the boat makes no progress. I 
do the same with the oar of works, and with a pre- 
cisely similar result,—no advance. Mark! I pull 


both together, we go on apace, and in a very few - 


minutes we shall be at our landing-place. So, in my 
humble opinion,” he added, ‘‘ faith without works, or 
works without faith, will not suffice. Let there be 
both, and the haven of eternal rest is sure to be 
reached,”— W. R. Clark, Newchurch, Eng. Quo- 
tation from Archbishop Whately. 


After Praying, What ?— Even so faith, if it have 
not works, i dand in itself (v. {. “a ittle girl 
told .a friend who was visiting her father that her 
brothers set traps to catch the birds. He asked her 
what she did. She replied, ‘‘I prayed that the traps 
might not catch the birds.” ‘* Anything else?” 

es,” she said. ‘‘I prayed that God would keep 
the birds out of the traps.” ‘Anything else?” 
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** Yes, then I went and kicked the traps all to pieces.” 
—Ola Winslow, San Francisco, om The Chris- 
tian Leader. 


Work, or Pray ?—/ by my works will show thee my 
faith (v. ey A Southerner was out with his boat 
and Sambo in the bay when a terrific storm suddenly 
swept down on them. In his alarm and terror, he 

, “Shall we row, or shall we pray?” Sambo 
gave an answer worthy of an intelligent Christian 
statesman: ‘‘ Massa, let’s mix ’em."— Zhe Rev. C. H. 
Kilmer, Mecklenburg, N. Y. From Kilmer's 
Handbook. 


A Preaching Tour.—/ by my works will show thee 
my faith (v. 18). A ng “ovitiate in one of the 
preaching orders of the middle ages was eager for 
the time when he might beginto preach. At last the 
superior said to him, ‘‘ Come, we will preach to-day.” 
Joyfully the young man set out with the superior. 
As ey through ‘the narrow streets of the 
town. su gave’a coin to a beggar, spoke a 
word of sympathy to a widow, and dried the 
tears of a yore oe. The little ones clung to 
the skirts of his robe as he passed, and their parents 
begged for his blessing. After a long walk, the two 
turned in toward the monastery. ‘‘ But when 
are we going to preach ?"’ asked the younger. ‘‘ We 
have been preaching all the time,” a the elder, 
—Harold S, Capron, Rochester, N. Y. 
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Aunt Abby’s Home Department 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


| ALWAYS liked James. Some ways there don’t 

seem to be so very much writ about his doing: 

in the Bible, but every time he says things they're 
right to the point. His preachment at the , ae em 
Council we read about last week, you: know, was just 
like him, plain and sharp and strong and common- 
sensy. This is.what I hold, he says, that we let 
those poor Gentiles alone and not pester them about 
little, unnecessary things just as we're getting hold 
of them. But on the big p’ints, the important ones, 
he was up and down. and dreadful apg spoken. 
There's only one of his letters.printed as far as I 
know, but that one is full enough -of meat to feed a 
great multitude, with plenty 6f leftovers. “This part 
we're yee ty | about to-day is splendid, strikes me, 
It’s all about faith and works. Now, put it that way, 
in those words, and it sounds pepeeey- and sermon 
and kind of uninteresting. ut when they. call it 
believing. and doing it comes home.to us more—to me 
anyway. - ka 

olding a belief and octing it out, saying a set of 

words you know by rote and living up to it, they are 
dreadful different things, ain’t they? Late years I 
think of that lots. I’ve signed to so many things with- 
out thinking much, and then nigh about forgot them 
and the idan Oxy to them, and I guess a good many 
of us have. e say we hold or believe things, but 
we don’t act just as if we did. Faith is a real neces- 
sary thing, but it isn’t all, says James. I don’t know 
as it ever struck me till I was looking into this matter 
yesterday, how little our dear Lord Jesus, when he 
was here, said about creeds, beliefs, faith, compared 
with his talk about doings and actings; and he set 
such an amazing example of it, too. 

When he cured a blind or a sick or a lame man, he 
didn’t ask him first what church he belonged to or 
what he held about election or original sin; he just 
cured him, helped the poor body that had to ache 
whatever the soul inside of it held or didn’t hold. 

If you look into it I know you'll be surprised to see 
how few of his miracles, as we call them, was done 
to souls direct, but most all of them was to bodies. 
He didn’t say to the cold and hungry, as James says 
some folks do, ‘‘ Just go along in the Peery of your 
belief and you'll feel all warmed up and full,” but he 
fed the multitude, healed them, even raised up their 
dead for them, opened the eyes and ears of their 
miserable bodies, before he brought light and heav- 
enly sounds to their souls. 

James speaks of how a man may believe every- 
oe | right and good in creation and still be sort of 
dead and useless. "I'was something like that I said 
once to a man I knew of that kind. I won’t name his 
name; he’s really dead now, and sees plainer, I 
guess. But he was always, everlasting talking 
about his beliefs and how strong he held them. 
You’d think from his own account that he had faith 
enough to move several mountains to once, and then 
have plenty left. 

But he was so took up with his holdings and creeds 
he hadn’t time for doing, and his works were pretty 
few and scurse. He was talking to me one time 
about the great importance of right beliefs, particu- 
lar his favorite ones, and he said, ‘‘ Why, Mis’ Coles, 
I'll warrant, though I say it humble, I believe more 
and stronger than any brother or sister in this sinful 
community.” And I says, without stopping to think 
how uncharitable it was, I says,‘‘ Yes, and do less!” 
"Twas true as gospel, but I’d ought to have left it for 
God to tell him that. 

You mustn’t mistake my meaning, and think I am 
belittling faith. Dearyme! What should I do with- 
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out the little I have and lean on and hold to? I 
couldn't live without it, and I'm sure I dasn’t die 
without it. Only I want to remember—and I try 
to dwell on it myself—that there’s something else, the 
acting out that faith, showing what it means, what 
it’s done for you and helps you to do for others. For 
by your works, says James, is your faith made 
perfect. 
New York City. 


Lesson-Light on Social Problems 


By Charles Stelzle 


Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department 
of Church and Labor 


T MUST be apparent to even the superficial stu- 
dent of God’s Word that constant emphasis is 
placed upon service. In the picture of the Last 

Day given us by ene, it is clear that the criterion 
by which we shall be jud is not the number of 
hours spent in Bible study, nor the length of our 
prayers, nor yet by the faithfulness with which we 
attended the services of the church. 

Here is the test that will be applied: Have you fed 
the hungry, visited the sick, clothed the naked? The 
others are important, and we cannot do without them, 
but they are simplya meanstoanend. If Bible study 
and prayer and church attendance do not lead to social 
service, their value is to be seriously questioned, 
They are the power that make the best kind of serv- 
ice possible. But just as ir industrial life the fin- 
ished product of the factory is the thing to be desired, 
and not the steam, nor yet the machinery nor the 
beautifully polished and marvelously constructed 
engine, so in Christian life it is not the theological 
system nor the machinery of the church which is of 
most importance in the a out of God’s will and 
pecpees, but the finished product of these as it is 

ound in the devoted, consecrated, practical everyday 
living and working of the Christian. 

It has been said that some people have been con- 
verted ‘ea ey but they have not been converted 
socially. They have saved their own,souls, but they 
have done nothing to save others’ souls. Others 
really try to teach religious truth to the *‘ unenlight- 
ened,” but they. fail to live up to the social; truth 
taught by Jesus. That is, they are failing utterly to» 
live out the principles of Christ in their dealings wit 
their fellows. But such a situation seems absolutely 
impossible, according to the fundamental principles 
of Christianity. Christ taught very plainly, and in 
many forms of expression; that we can savé our lives 
only by a them. John taught that our love to 
Goa is proved only by our love toward ‘our: brothers. 
And James declares very decidedly that ‘* faith with- 
out works is dead.” ’ 


New York City. 
< 


Hymns and Psalms for the Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 


metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.'’) 

** Just as I am, without one plea.’’ Psalm g2 : 11-14. 
** Rock of Ages, cleft for me." (126 : 11-14. 187: 1, 2.) 
**O gift of gifts! O grace of faith |"’ Peake 71 : 32°14, 

# gi Rg (96: 1-4. 142: 1-4.) 
**T heard the voice of Jesus say.”’ Psalm 40 : I-10. 
** I lay my sins on Jesus."’ (54 : 1-3. 5- 84 : 1-3) 5) 
** Jesus, lover of my soul.” —— le : a5.) 
“* My hope is built on nothing less."" Psalm 119 : 43-48. 
** My faith looks up to Thee."’ (174 : 437-48. 248 : 1-6.) 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—James 2 : 14-26. .....: Believing and doing 
Tuesday.—James 1 : 16-27. .... . . Hearing and doing 
Wednesday.— Matt. 7: 15°29. .. . -. . . Known by fruit 
Thursday.—Titus 3 :1-8. 2... ee ees Faith and works 
Friday.—2 Peter: 1-11. ..... .. . Growing in grace 
Saturday.—1 John 3 : 13-24 ....... . Faith and love 
Sunday.—Col.. 9: 18. 1. ss ces cee The believer's life 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord of our faith, and 
Master of every good work, we thank thee that through man 
thou dost choose to forward the progress of thy Kingdom. 
How little we have given thee of ourselves to use in thy service ! 
How fitful and faltering has been the faith in which we have 
done the work committed to our care! Defend us, we pray 
thee, from the dying out in us of faith, and from the failing of 
good works, and help us one and all to work with ever-grow- 
ing power, ever-increasing faith, to do thy will unto the per- 
fection of our faith, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There was a minister up in a 
little mountain town in New Hampshire who knew a 
great deal about the Bible, who was a Harvard 

aduate, and who could preach beautiful sermons. 

nd the people loved him. They /ked his Bible 
knowledge and his college knowledge, and his good 
sermons. But they loved Aim. ‘This was because he 


lived his life for them. A woman who was poor and 
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sick, living back in the hills, eeusd not 
get wood for her fire, because she was 
too ill to cutit. That minister's-knowl- 
edge and his beliefs couldn’t cut that 
wood, or meet the woman's great need 
just then. But Ae could, and he did. 
And when he went up there to her place, 
sawed u 
her comfortable, don’t you see how, in 
that friendly act, he did much for faith 
by works? Fellow-workers, here is a 
very simple truth, a simple example in 
arithmetic. ... . 





FAITH ~Works —- EMPTINESS 











How is your faith and mine working 
out in these days? Are we doing the 
work we ought to do if we count our 
faith really alive? How long is it since 
we have done something hard to do for 
some one else, in Jesus’ name? Let us 
bow our heads very humbly in prayer. 


PHILADELPHIA, ; 





| Graded Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ROM last week's picture recall the 
meeting in gps” inting out 
James, the leader. Who are those 

sitting before him? Who behind him? 
What are they thinking or talking about ? 
What does Jamesaskthem todo? And 
what does the letter say? It meant, 
‘* Love and follow Jesus, and keep your- 
selves pure.” Who took this letter from 
the church in Jerusalem to the church 
in Antioch ? e learned how glad the 
people were to receive it, and that Paul 
and Barnabas stayed in Antioch to help 
them to know and do what was right. 

Often, when children are away from 
home, their parents write letters telling 
how much they love them, also what they 
would like them to do, or how they would 
wish them to act, 

In the Book of Acts (show it), Phili 
and Peter, Stephen and James, Pau 
and Barnabas, kept telling the ple 
how to Act, so as to please Teoma. me- 
times, when they were away, they wrote 
letters telling what it was best todo. We 
find letters in the New Testament which 
these good men wrote (show them). 

One of them is a letter from James, 
the same leader, who asked that a letter 
should be sent from Jerusalem to An- 
tioch. He wrote quite a long letter to 
help Christians everywhere and always, 
so it will help us, too, 

Because it is long, we will talk about 
the first part to-day and another part 
next Sunday. (On a paper or scroll 
write, ‘‘A letter from James.”) James 
wanted to help all Christians to be better, 
- go near the beginning he says, ‘‘ Be pa- 
tient.” How hard it is to do that! 

I remember alittle girl who was always 
in such a hurry to do things that. her 
grandma used to say, ‘*Put on your 
patience-cap, my.dear, and wait a little 
while.” One day this child came into 
the room with her little white bonnet on, 
and sat down quietly inachair. Grandma 
asked what she was doing, and she said, 
‘*Oh, I just put on my patience-cap be- 
cause I have to wait so long.” Of course 
everybody laughed, but she did learn to 
be more patient. 

Another part of James’ letter said, 
‘*Ask God for wisdom.” ‘There are two 
other verses which some of you have 
learned: ‘‘Every good gift and vita? 
perfect gift is from above, and comet 
down from the Father;” also, ‘* Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only.” 

James wanted them to be sure to re- 
member that Christians should believe 
and do as Jesus taught. (Find ‘be- 
lieving and doing” iu the lesson-title on 
the picture-roll.) He asked them to re- 
member about old Abraham who 
was called the ‘* Friend of God,” because 
he believed and did as God told him. 
The picture shows him standing by the 
altar of stone-which he had built. He 
is looking. toward the sky.beeause God 
asked: if ‘he could: count ‘the: stars, ‘and 


a lot of wood for her, made | if 
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mised him that his children and their 
Pnildren, etc., should be as man 
stars which he could see. Abraham be- 
lieved, although his son Isaac was not 
yet born. In all that God told him to 
do Abraham obeyed. — - 
James told them, too, in his letter that 
a poor man came among them, it was 
not enough to say, ‘‘I am sorry for you. 
I wish you had food and better clothes,” 
but that ey should do something to 
help him. Their acts must show that 
what they believed they would do, James 
said, ‘‘ Faith [or believing] without works 
for doing] is dead,” and doesn’t mean 
much,” 

Some of you have learned the same 
thing from the storyin your reader, that 
what we say we must prove by doing. 
Many can repeat together: 


** *T love you, mother,’ said little John ; 
Then forgetting his work, his cap went on, 
And he went off to the garden swing, 
And left her the wood and water to bring. 


** *T love you, mother,’ said little Nell, 
* I love you more than tongue can tell.’ 
But she fretted and pouted through all the 


ay, 
Till her mother was glad when she went 
out to play. 


** «T love you, mother,’ said little Fan ; 
‘ To-day I'll help you all I can. 
How glad I am school doesn’t keep,’ 
So she rocked the baby till he went to 
sleep. 


**Then stepping softly she brought the 
broom ; 
She swept the floor and tidied the room. 
Busy and happy all day was she, 
Busy and happy as child could be. 


** *T love you, mother,’ again they said, 
Three little children, going to bed. 
How do you think that mother guessed 
Which of them really loved her best? ’’ 


Before we go home, let us pray to- 
gether: 


** Help me to do the things I should, 
To be to others kind and good ; 
In all my work at school, at play, 
To grow more loving every day.”’ 


Home-work: Write on one side, ‘‘A 
letter from James,” and on the other 
one or two-of the things which he said. 

Cuicaco, ILL. 


*% 
My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER: * The object of a good 
teacher is to LEAD @ child to act, 
rather than comPEL him to do so.” 

We began with a series of questions: 
‘What is an epistle?” (assigned.) 
Name as many epistles as you can. 
What is an apostle? Name the great 
apostles. Who wrote the epistle from 
which our lesson is taken? Was he an 
apostle ? (No.) What happened to James 
the apostle? Some one has called him 
**The Practical.”” Why? What in his 
book shows this ? 

I brought with me to class two copies 
of the Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment and let two girls read the lesson, 
the others following in their Bibles. 
Several asked afterward to borrow the 
book. After the reading i said, ‘‘To 
what story did James refer when he 
gave Abraham as an example of a man 
of faith?” (assigned.) What did Jesus 
mean when he said ‘‘ By their fruits ye 
shall know them ?” (assigned.) 

Following this answer, I asked if they 
thought itis fair to judge girls by their 
actions in public,—in the street, trolleys, 
church vestibule, Christian Endeavor 
meeting, etc. The discussior was lively 
and the conclusions profitable. 

Then I gave the next question, ‘* What 
does James say rea/ religion is ?” (1: 27.) 
They expressed themselves freely on 
this, and I summed up the discussion 
by several illustrations from ‘‘ A Man’s 
Faith” by Grenfell. 


I then gave the last question assigned, |- 


‘* Which do.you consider the better test 
of a Christian, what he believes or what 
he does?”’ The girl to whom the ques- 
tion was given said, .‘‘You ought to 
judge him by both, because he ought to 
delzeve things» that are right;:and-“dd 
things 'that‘are right." We discussed 


as the. 





how what. you believe affects what you 
do, and I gave illustrations from the cus- 
toms.of heathen les who are led to 
strange actions by their belief, and re- 
called the Gentiles wanting to offer sac- 
tifices to Paul and Barnabas because 
they believed them We decided 
that what we believe does lead us to act. 
In closing the lesson, I told the story 
of a bright, wealthy, gay-hearted woman, 
talking one night to a group of friends. 
Speaking of one of the group who had 
just left, she said, ‘‘ Oh, she annoys me, 
she is always so solemn and sad ! 
believe God means everybody to be 
happy.” ‘‘Ido!” ‘Sodo I,” echoed the 
others. Then there was a moment's 
uiet, and a fine looking gentleman in 
the group who had been silent said, 
‘*You don’t mean that you all believe 
that.” ‘‘Of course,” ‘‘ Certainly,” they 
answered. ‘ Well,’ said the gentleman, 
**everybody zsa’¢ happy. ay I ask 
what you have done about it?” LTasked 
the girls to remember the story all the 
week. One of the girls said this was ‘‘the 
best lesson we have had yet.” The others 
seemed toagree. I have been wonder- 
ing why. , 
Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 
To the class: Write the letter.1 Learn, 
if possible, James 3: 2-12. Write a list 
of all the £imds of words you can think 
of, as, angry words, kind words, etc. 





1 Notge.—We each write a letter every Sunday 
afternoon, telling briefly the interesting things in that 
day’s lesson. These are to be mailed before Wed- 
nesday to ‘‘shut-ins,” members of Home Depart- 
ments, Cradle Roll Mothers, or girls in Southern and 

estern mission schools. 


4 
My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


yATHER deliberately I talked for a 
few minutes with the boys about 
the lessons in general, without an 

specific attempt at review, and then too 

up alittle study about James, and the 
place he occupied in the church at Jeru- 
salem, The material for this was fully 
provided by Professors Riddle and Ram- 


Say. 

— considerable time to this, just 
talking it all over in a simple way with 
the boys to make sure that their knowl- 
edge of the subject was clear. 

o-day I wanted but little time for 
the presentation of the selected lesson; 
so, rather well along in the teaching 
period, we carefully, slowly, read the 
text. Then I made a brief, direct presen- 
tation of the truth I wanted to impress, 
making no effort to get the boys to dis- 
cuss the matter at all. 

I pictured a shipwreck; a great vessel 
on the rocks some distance from the 
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shore ; the stormy-waves n 
her and par ta her on the r a; er 
strong sides yielding to the thundering 


— of — of oes a 
creaking and splintering, her riggi 
going down. I told how the beaidh patrel 

ad seen her; how the life-savers .were 
notified; how the crew had .brought 
their apparatus. It was not-déffienlt to 
get the boys to see the light line as it 
shot from the mortar on the beach, out 
over the deck of the vessel; to-see the 
sailors on the vessel haul it in till they 
had the line for the breeches-buoy made 
fast to the stump of a breken mast. 
Then the breeches-buoy went out; aed 
one by one ‘brought over the people on 
the boat. 

On the boat there stood a man who 
had every reason to want to get safe to 
shore; his friends and loved-ones were 
there, and his greatest desire was to 
save his life. He watched the: breeches- 
buoy work back and forth, as it saved 
others, and he made up his mimd. that.it 
was all right, and he believed in that 
breeches-buoy. : . 

‘*Now, fellows, did that belief save 
him?” They were quick to say, ‘‘ Not 
unless he got in it and went to shore.” 
. I turned quickly from the a@ plication, 
and said in substance: ‘ We ve been 
studying the Bible together, you and I, 
for a good many months, I don’t sup- 
pose there’s a fellow here who doubts the 
great principles about which - we've 
studied. You believe in the Bible, and 
you believe in Jesus Christ. But—‘the 
demons also believe, and shudder.’” 

And then quietly, earnestly, directly, 
I asked that those fellows in’ the class 
who had not made a definite, manly 
acknowledgment of the sovereignty of 
Christin their livesshould doso. I made 

lain that my highest aim for each of the 
ys was to have him know my best 
friend, Jesus Christ, as a personal 
Saviour. I asked whether pre ag there 
would in the presence of the other fellows 
in the class, right at that moment, say 
ana ne pte Da Christ as his oan 

o atly that my prayers might 
be ps tel. for those one w om I brave 
several times talked in private; but no 
one responded outwardly. 

I closed with a few words of earn- 
.est, simple, specific prayer—that each of 
us might be adoer of the Word, nota 
hearer only (Jas. 1 : 22), and the linger- 
ing hand grasp I got from the two boys 
whose decision I wanted to get, con- 
vinced me that they are not far from the 
Kingdom. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned by the teacher, givimg one or more 
questions to each boy, the answers to be brought 
into class next Sunday.) 

1. Whatisa good test of a perfect man ? 
2. What similarity is there between a 
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LESSON FOR ‘MAY 30 (James 2: 14-26) 


horse’s bit, a ship’s rudder, and the 
human tongue? 3. How is the tongue 
like i! ve? 4. 45 what = a 
dves the ton VS. 9, 10.) 5. How 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Significance of Trial 


I. Tur General PREPARATION (James 
I, 2). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


HE exact period in the history of the 
early church to which the epistle of 
James belongs will always be a 

matter of perplexity to the student of 
the apostolic age. The letter itself lacks 
convincing indications of date. Some, 
perhaps the majority of commentators, 
ascribe it on the whole to the first two 
decades of the wth of the church, 
not far from A.D. 45. This judgment 
follows chiefly from its lack of any open 
connection with the period of Paul’s mis- 
sionary activity. date about A.D. 
65 would be equally consistent with the 
general data, and some writers place it 
very much later still. 

But the letter takes rather universal 
ground. It deals with conditions which 
are, unfortunately, perennial, whenever 
human beings are associated. Even in 
the church there is envy and unchari- 
tableness, a spirit of caste, and a habit 
of emphasizing the letter of religion 
above its spirit. Few human beings can 
rejoice in the midst of evils, or regard 
them as good gifts of God. 

The themes of the letter are such as 
fe to the root of practical Christianity. 

he first two chapters take up, one after 
another, a series of important discus- 
sions. .The first (Jas. I ; 2-12) traverses 
that age-long problem, the. meaning of 
anfering and trial, declaring that it 
makes. for character through cheerful 
¢ndurance, _ The ability to endure is 
and singleness. of mind. . Let the hum- 
ble. sufferer think of the glory of his 
Christian calling; let the wealthy one 
rejoice because he shares in the common 
lot. The reward of every one will be 
the assurance of having entered into the 
true life. 

Temptation is not to be yielded to, as 
if God were responsible for it (1 : 13-15). 








Not Drugs 
Food Did It * 


After using laxative and cathartic 
medicines from childhood a case of 
chronic and sppesenty incurable con- 
Stipation yielded to the scientific food, 
Grape-Nuts, in a few days. 

‘* From early childh I suffered with 
such terrible constipation that I had to 
use laxatives continuously, going from 
one drug to another and eulerines more 
or less all the time. 

‘“‘A prominent physician whom I con- 
sulted told me the muscles of the di- 
gestive organs were partially paralyzed 
and could not perform their work with- 
out help of some kind, so I have tried at 
different times about every laxative and 
cathartic known, but found no help that 
was at all permanent. I had finally be- 
come discouraged and had given my 


case up as hopeless when I began to} 


use the pre-digested food, Grape-Nuts. 

‘Although I had not expected this 
food to help my trouble, to my great 
surprise Grape-Nuts digested imme- 
‘diately from the first and in a few days 
I was convinced that this was just what 
my system needed. 

‘*The bowels performed their func- 
tions regularly and I am now com- 
pletely and permanently-cured of this 
awful trouble. 

“Truly the power of scientific food 
must be unlimited,” ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Read ‘‘The Road to Wellville,” in 
packages, 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
One appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 





interest. 
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His gifts are for our (1 : 16-18). 
Believers are to be ed by the ‘* per- 
fect law of liberty” in their action, the 
law which promotes righteousness (1 : 
19-27). ‘This law makes large demands 
upon every Christian. It forbids treat- 
ing the rich with greater pine | than 
the poor. It honors the ‘royal law of 
love” toward all men (2: 1-13). It like- 
wise demands that one show his faith in 
tical fashion, and not be content to 
eclare allegiance to God in words alone 
(2: 14-26). 

These applications of the ‘‘law of 
liberty’ are very modern, Empty faith, 
expressing itself in definitions rather 
than in deeds of goodness and courage, 
the practise of yielding deference and 
honor to men of wealth, are not unknown 
in the church of Christ to-day. The 
democracy for which the writer of this 
epistle appeals is ‘as essential to the 
sturdiness and efficiency of Christianity 
as ever. ‘The epistle has a message 
which is pertinent. We do not need to 
repine under temptation, nor to forget 
that we are responsible for its hold upon 
us, We need to give it a spiritual value 
in our lives. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


A leaflet containing suggestions for the success- 
ful conduct of a Bible ‘class, and giving the names 
and prices of reference works bearing on the cur- 
rent lessous will be mailed by The Sunday School 
Times Co., upon request, for four cents in stamps. 

The commentary on James by Ben- 
nett in the New Century Bible is con- 
venient andsane. Professor J. B. Mayer, 
in his large volume on — and in his 
article in the Hastin ible Dictionary, 
treats the epistle exhaustively. He at- 
tributes it to the earliest period. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF 
THE LESSON. 

(This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for 
discussion, the themes in which adults will be inter- 
ested. It is intended to afford hints for a variety of 
treatments rather than one unvarying method.} 

The epistle of James is a letter of 
sound advice. It upheld right standards 
in the church. 

The Epistle Itse/f. Why should such 
a letter be called a ‘‘ general”’ epistle ? 

Its Author and Date. Does the value 
of its suggestions. depend at all upon our 
certain knowledge of these? What 
James is usually regarded as the author ? 

The Value of Testing (1:2). “What 
part in the development of character do 
trials play, and under what conditions ? 

God the Source of Wisdom (1 : 5). 
What sort of wisdom does one under 
trial need ? Why is God the only real 
source of it ? 

The Reward of Endurance (1 : 12). 
Does James mean to say that we shall 
gain this reward only by death ? 

What Comes to Us from God (1: 
13-18). Is not adversity included among 
the ‘‘ good gifts” of God ? 

The Perfect Law of Liberty (1: 25). 
What does the law imply in regard to 
conduct? From what does it cause us to 
refrain ? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WEEK’s 
LESSON. 


(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to mem- 
bers of the class.) 


1. What are the proper uses of a 


tongue? 2. What are the dangers of 
wealth? 3. How is wisdom to esti- 
mated ? 

Wasusurn Co.iece, Topexa, Kansas, 


ot! 
Convention Calendar 


North Dakota, at Grand Forks . . May 18-20 
Idaho, at Caldwell . . .... . . May 18-20 
Oklahoma, at Enid. ..... .-. May 24-26 
Ohio, at Springfield ........ June 8-10 
New York, at Rochester . . . . = . June 8-10 
Nebraska, at Kearney ..... . June 15-17 
Arkansas, at Hot Springs. . . . . June 15-17 
World-Wide Baraca Union, at 

- Asheville, N.C. ...... .June 18-ar 
Indiana, at Lafayette. . . : . June 22-24 


Virginia, at Charlottesville . June 25 to July 2 
Manitoba, at Brandon . . . June 29 to July x 
International Christian Endeavor, 

at St. Paul, Minn. ....... 
Maine, at Lewiston .°.. . . 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg . 
Prince Edward Island,- at 

Charlottetown. ..... 
New Brunswick, at Chatham . 
Ontario at West Toronto . . 
Vermont, at Woodstock . . . 
Massachusetts, at Boston 


july 7-12 
. October 13-15 
- October 13-15 


- October 17-19 
. Octaber 20-22 
. October 26-28 
. October 27-29 
- « November 11-14 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 30, 1909. 
Heroes of home missions. 
(Matt. 10: 7-16). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Righteous Lot (2 Pet. 2 : 6-y). 
TUEs.—Courageous Nathan (2 Sam. 12: 


1-7). 
WEbD.—John the Baptist (John 1 : 15-28). 
‘THURS.—Jesus (John 1 : 9-13; Matt. 15: 
21-28). 
FRI.—Peter (Gal. 2: 7-9). 
Sat.—A daughter of Jacob (John 4 : 25-42). 











Should every Christian be a missionary ? 
Why? ; 


Name hindrances to the advance of the 
gospel at home. 


Name the outstanding features of the men 
mentioned in the daily readings. 


ERRY McAuley was one of our greatest 
home mission heroes. His father was 
a counterfeiter and ran away from home 
to escape punishment. Jerry was brought 
up by a grandmother whose mingled reli- 
giousness and inconsistency drove the boy 
into scorn of religion. He came to America 
at the age of twelve to live witha sister. He 
soon took to bad ways and became a thief and 
a drunkard. Most ef his stealing was done 
from boats in the harbor, He became such 
a tough character that his own kind turned 
against him and swore a crime upon him of 
which he had not been guilty, and he was 
sentenced to prison for fifteen years, 


There he was astonished one day in the 
chapel to see on the platform an old acquain- 
tance named Orville Gardner, called for his 
fearful character ‘‘ Awful’’ Gardner. He 
saw that a great change had come over his 
old companion, and presently Gardner rose 
and spoke to the prisoners, telling them that 
Christ had edeemed him and given him a 
new life.of peace and righteousness instead 
of his old tile of misery and sin. Jerry went 
back to his‘¢ell deeply impressed, and took 
down the-unused Bible which he found in the 
cell to look fora verse which Gardner had 
quoted. “He could not find it, but beginning 
at the beginning, he read the Bible throug). 
In a few days, as he. said, Christ found him, 


He set to work at once in the few mo- 
ments available each day to work for others, 
and after half his sentence had been served, 
he was pardoned and returned to New York 
City. There he found no one to help him. He 
was persuaded to go to asaloon and drink some 
beer, a new drink which had come into use 
since he wentto prison. That was the begin- 
ning of his fall, and he went down, down, 
until he was back at all his old ways as a 
drunken harbor thief. But one day a city 
missionary met him and talked with him and 
won his love. The city missionary was poor 
and his coat was shabby, but he offered it 
for Jerry’s need. That touched his heart, 
and he gave himself anew to Christ. 


This was not the end of the struggle. It 
was only a new beginning. Again and again 
perry fell, but he had found friends now who 

elped him, and soon, through Jesus Christ 
his Saviour, he won the victory. He opened 
a mission for drunkards and outcasts in 
Water Street, where he had lived his own 
wretched life. There he and his wife met 
opposition-and violence, Enemies stoned 
them and tried to break up the meetings, and 
laid traps to catch them, but God kept them 
and soon they had lived down the bitterness of 
their enemies and were let alone to win 
souls, Souls of all kinds they won,—-sail- 
ors, sea captains, outcasts, college graduates 
who had come down to the gutter, drunkards, 
men and women of wealth who came to see 
the work of the one-time convict. 

On September 18th, 1884, he passed away. 
An immense throng, filling the church and 
pouring out into the streets round about, 
gathered at the Old Broadway Tabernacle to 
honor his memory, and all over the world 
to-day, in Rescue Missions and in all the 
work of the church, we see the influence 
of the uneducated but God-led man, whom 
Christ saved, ‘body and ‘soul, and who saw 
that. nothing was beyond the power of Christ. 


If God could do all this with Jerry Mc- 





Auley, there is not one of us whom he can- 
rot use. 
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The Bible that gives the 
most spiritual uplift is the 
one that is read with the 
clearest understanding. Such 
a Bible is, pre-eminently, the 


American | 
Standard 
Bible 


Béited by the American Revision Committee 


It is the Bible for home 
reading as well as for 
the most critical study. 
Best translation ever 
published in the Eng- 
lish language. 


Ask your bookseller for it, and pea 

“The Ksneriean Standard Edition pu 

lished by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
ices, 35C. to $20.00. 

We have issued a booklet descriptive 
of the American Standard Bible which 
we will gladly send you if you will send 
us your name and edérem, It also shows the 
several styles in which this Bible is issued, 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Publishers for the American Revision Committee 
37 A East 18th Street, New York 
Bible publishers for over 5@ years 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


SERVICES 
Junetide F 
Charles C. Ackley. 

* pee Standard Bearers, by Il. H. Meredith and 
S Ammivercary Songs, Vol. 1, by Meredith-Tullar 
and Lerman. -. 
Prices—, hundred, tpaid. 00 “not 
phn ot gg "Ss conta por pao Keethard. one , 
* Full orchestration—10 parts, $1.50 postpaid. 
Samples the above three and others for ten cents. 
SACRED JUVENILE CANTATA 
Morning’ of Life—Libretto by Lizzie De- 
eee J. W. Lerman. 4 i“ 
Price per copy, 30 cents; per dozen, $3.25, postpaid. 
Copy for examination on request. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH Co. 
150 Fifth Avenue 57 Washington St. 
New York Chicago, Il. 


CHILDREN’S DAY 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL SERVICES. Our three new 

programs are “Porward, March,’’ by Wilson 
* Spring Cheer,’’ by Adams and Lorenz, aa 
** The Voice of Nature,’’ by Ira B. Wilson. A 
free sample of each to those mentioning The Sunday 
School Times. 

SACRED CANTATA FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
AND CHOIR. ‘‘ Creation’s Praise,’’ by Wilson. 
15 cents per copy. 

RECITATION AND EXERCISE BOOK. ‘‘ Chil- 
dren’s Day Treasury, No. 19.’’ 15 cts. per copy 


UNITED PRAISE. New Gondar-schoct Song 
Book. Sample Pages and Special Offers Free. 


THE LORENZ PUBLISHING COMPANY 
150 5th Avenue, New York. Dayton, Ohio. 


CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 


GET THE BEST. THEY ARE ENTITLED 
AMONG THE FLOWERS Send 10 cents 
TRIBUTE OF SONG in mps for sam- 
GARDEN OF PRAISE ples of the three. 

hese services are brighter and better than ever. 
$4.00 the hundred. 1 ‘ 

A new Cantata for Children and Choir. ‘‘ THE 
GENTLE SHEPHERD.” A unique entertainment 
for Sunday-schools. 30 cents the copy, net. 

New Choir (antata, The Prodi af Son. 38c. net. 

oice of Praise No. 2. New Sunday School 
Song k. $25 the 100. Send for free returnable sampie. 


1018-20 Arch St.,Philadeiphia,Pa. 
HALL-MACK CO. 2.232238 5: New Yor. Nv. 


GEIBEL’S 
7 . 
Cite wide 
“The Flower’s Message” 


Mr. Adam Geibel the famous blind 
composer has surpassed himself in these 
beautiful services. Send 8c in stamps 
for samples of the two. $4. the hundred. 


Send 25c for introductory samples of 
Mr. Geibel’s Solo for soprano or baritone. 
Adam Geibel Music Co. 
0018-26 Arch St., Phila. «27 224 S$t., N.Y. 
140 Dearborn Street, Chicage 




















rance, by Grant Colfax Tullar and 
































¢0 Ns A-OOKN SALVE gives in- 
stant relief to aching corns. 
a0 9 ae gunna easy to apply; scoth- 








15 cents at druggists or Ly mail. 
Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia. 





















_by Rising Sun Stove Polish 
is what delights the house . 
It so far outlasts any other that there is 
. Mix it with water and apply 
a cloth or brush to a cold or lukewarm 
Polish with a dry brush. The 


no com 
evenly wii 
(not hot) stove. 


brilliant luster will come out mirror-smooth and 
Stay there. Just what you want. We know 
it. You will know it when you use it. 
Ask your grocer for it. 


fe poste [erry Sup. Paste 





Success by the Volume 


Tells ow to start and maintain’a library of books | Bank, San Francisco. 
for the officers and teachers of a Sunday-school ; 
- how to get them to use the books after: the library 
It also gives a large list of good books 


is started. 
for workers. 
postpaid. 


32 pages 





Sa 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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SUMMER SCHOOLS FOR THE MAKING 
OF EFFICIENT TEACHERS 





pose. 


Arkansas 

The Arkansas Bible Training School, at 
El Dorado, June 16-21. The Rev. H. A. 
Dowling, General Secretary of the Arkansas 
Sunday School Association, 321 West Second 
Street, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Summer Training Conference for Leaders, 
under the auspices of the Laymen’s Mission- 
ary Movement of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, at Hot rin, August 10-12, 
Charles A. Ravlead, Chaban Southern 
Mutua) Building, Athens, Ga. 


California 

The Summer School of Methods, at Santa 
Cruz; July 20-27. Charles R. Fisher, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the California State Sunday 
School Association, 712 Mutual Savings 


The Southern California Baptist Assembly 
for Bible Study, at Long Beach, July 25 to 
August 8. B. B. Jacques, Corona, California, 

The Baptist Assembly for Young People 
and Sunday-school Work, at Twin Lakes by- 
the-Sea, July 3-17. William Thomas, ‘Sec- 
retary, 820 Thirteenth Street, Oakland, Cali- 
fornia. 


and 


and cover. 10 cents a copy, 


Illinois 














(cassie: Advertising 


For Bible Students 


ADDRES ON . DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

MORY. Mailed free to introduceeducational 
works. Mention. this. pense for jena on’ Memorizing 
Scripture. Memory Libri TAY, 14 Park lace, ae York, 


Agents Wanted ~ 


H AVE YOU SOME LEISURE ZiME- AND ARE 

YOU AMBITIOUS TO MAKE $5 TO $50 PER 
WEEK? For full particulars concerning liberal cash 
comthission, etc., Offered subscription seekers, ad- 
dress Desk 6, Scribner's Magazine, 155 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 


AG xE N’ I'S—$300 every month selling our wonderful 

séven-piece Kitchen Set. Send for sworn state- 
ment of $12 daily profit. OutfitFree. Thomas Manu- 
tacturing Co., 316 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Sankey’s Story 


«“ MY 3 LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 

EL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 
onutetaine interesting book of ouroblographicel 
reminiscences. 410 pages. pt gg Beauti- 
fully bound. Price, $1.50 The Sunday 
School ‘limes Co., 1031 aint St Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Sanday School Times 


Philade!phia, May 15, 1909 


Entered at. the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1.00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. 
































One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To. Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

One free copy addi- 
F ree Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
we cent rate, ? 
he paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
tiene paid for, ex by special request. 

Enough copies ony one issue of the paper to 
quale ai all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 

Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Times Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


— 





Evangelism and Open Air Work, at the 
Moody Church, Chicago, May 12-14. A. F. 
Gaylord, 80 Institute Place, Chicago. 

Special Summer ‘Course in Bible Study, 
Gospel Music, and Practical Christian Work, 
at the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
May 4 to August 31. No cost for tuition: 


—_—— 


One of the most successful 





is in Ameri = The Rev. H. W. Pope, Superintendent of 
Berontitic, nglish, Advanced ca Men, 80 Institute Place, or Miss C. A. Cary, 
Tralning Courses. Deen Goathend Superintendent of Women, 230 La Salle 


Art, ; 
instrumental ae including Pipe Organ. Avenue, Chicago. 
Athletics competent director. 
Summer Camp cr Boys. 
Junior Department for students under 14 
years of age. The 72d Session opens Sept. 
2ist. Terms $375 te $400. Apply for cata- 


Indiana 

The Second Annual Summer Conference 
for Presbyterian Young People, at Winona 
logue and booklet of special departments Lake, July 14-21. The Rev. Willis L. 
4, MORGAN READ, D.D., President, Gelston, Witherspoon Building, Philadel- 
Box U, , Peaaagen, © ' ‘| phia. 
——————— | Fourth International District Summer 
Training School for Sunday-school Workers, 
at Winona Lake, August 10-20. The Rev. 
E. W. Halpenny, Dean, 417 Law Building, 

Indianapolis. 
Summer School for Foreign Missions, un- 
der the auspices of the Central Committee 
on the United Study of Missions, at Winona 


University methods of specialization 
HARTFORD. with Practical training for the min- 


istry. Large faculty and library. 


THEOLOGICAL 


Graduate fellowships, both — forei 
d di li - 
sed idrat, Stanenese 4 SEMINARY 
Address Dean M, W. JACOBUS 





BLAIRSTOWN | Lake, June 26 to July3. Miss May Leavis, 
BLAIR ACADEM NEW JERSEY | West Medford, Mass. 
6and year. ok for any American College. Cam- 
oor ae ame real Spy, Opens Se liberal endow- | Massachusetts 


Seat jenties law zs low rate Student Conference, under the auspices 


of the International Young Men’s Christian 
Association, at Northfield, July 2-11. John 
A. Addison, 124 East 28th Street, New York 
Cit 

‘trcke Women’s Conference, at North- 
field, July 13-20. Miss Bertha Harlan, 508 
West 14th Street, Wilmington, Delaware. 

Women’s Home Missionary Conference, at 
| Northfield, July 14-20. Mrs. N.N. Bishop, 
har Building, Boston. 


be: h. 

.D. Feeds’. Bos. 
‘BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME, Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 


GIPSY SMITH’S 


HALLOWED rewsmvo 


NEW and OLD 
ALLAN SANKEY, soa of IRA D. SANKEY 
$25 f per hundred 35c. cach by mail, Summer School for Women’s Foreign 


Rensnente symretee maladie” cnsnestinguien” | | aiesionary Societies, at Northfield, July 22- 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago | | 29. Ambert G. Moody, East Northfield, 


Mass. 
A CHANCE FOR LADIES | Summer School for Sunday-school Workers 
for New England; at Northfield, July 22-29. 


to to secure a geod income, in their own hone, without | Hamilton S. Conant, Secretary ‘of the Mas- 
risk. CS &W, A. Keeler, **"3f*?""" | sachusetts Sunday School Association, 602 
Ford Building, Boston. 

eel Seater Chews, Santee ‘Fows, Scheel | General Conference of Christian Workers, 
Desks, Opera e and | at Northfield, July 31 to August 15. Am- 

Rat tar Gatabon OF number cad bert G. Moody, East Northfield, Mass. 
Post Conference Addresses, at Northfield, 
| August 17 to about October 1. Camp North- 
—e will be open from June 30 to about 
September I. Arabert G. Moody, East 























Ec. b. STAFFORD MFO. C8., CHICAGO 
THE GREAT CHOROH GGT | airs, es 


The Summer School for’ Country ‘Pastors, 
dimensions. Book o! 
estimate free. |. P. Oatake ws 5st Pearl St., New York. | under the auspices of the State Federations 








Third Annual .Conference..on Summer: 





There is a tremendously effective educational work now being done throughout 

the land in the gatherings of Christian people to study present-day needs 

at attractive summer resorts. The Sunday School Times desires to help by 

indicating where its readers may get all the information they need for this pur- 

It is only necessary to give here the name of the school or conference, its 

location, date, and person to apply to for particulars. Another instalment will 
appear in a forthcoming issue. 


of Churches of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, at the Amherst Agricultural College, 
Amherst, Mass,, August 2-16. Professor 
Kenyon ~ Butterfield, Amherst, Mass. 

Church Summer. Conference, under the 
direction of the Seabury Society of New 
York, at the Episcopal Theological School, 
Cambridge, July 10-25. Bible study, Sun- 
day-school work, missions, work by men and 
by women, Apply to.The Seabury Society, 
23 Union Square, New York City. 

Massachusetts Sunday-school Institute, at 
Sagamore Beach, July 6-11. H.N. Lathrop, 
General Manager, 602 Tremont Temple, 
Boston. 

Christian Endeavor Institute and Assembly, 
at Sagamore Beach, July 23-30. H. N. 
Lathrop, General Manager, 602 Tremont 
Temple, Boston, 


Michigan 


Lake Orion Summer School for Sunday- 
school Workers, at Lake Orjon, July 28 to 
August 2. Up to the International Associ- 
ation standard. J. E. Bolles, Fourth and 
Porter Streets, Detroit, Michigan. 

Ninth Annual Bible Conference and Chris- 
tian Workers’ Institute, at Lake Orion, July 
30 to ie B ust 8. Walter C. Seeley, + » TOIL 
Majestic Building, Detroit. 3 


Mississippi 


First Annual interna..ona: Tri-State Sum- 
mer School for Alabama, Mississippi. and 
Louisiana; at Seashoré'Camp Grounds; Biloxi, 
July 16-22. Thomas V, Elizey, ‘Seeretary of 
the, Louisiana Sunday-school Aésgriation, 
908 Canal-Louisiana Bank and Be Baild- 
ingy New Orleans. - 


Missouri 


Thirteenth International Conference of the 
Railroad Department of the Young Men’s 
Christian Associations of North “America, at 
the Railroad Association Building, St. Louis, 
May 27-30. Clarence J. Hicks, Secretary, 
124 East 28th Street, New York City. 


New Jersey 


The Sixteenth Annual Session of the New 
Jersey School of Methods for Sunday-school 
teachers, at the High School, Asbury Park, 
July 7-14.. Courses for all departments of 
work, including. those for supervisors and 
Home Department Visitors. The Rev. E. 
Morris Fergusson, General Secretary of the 
New Jersey Sunday School Association, 835 
Broad Street, Newark, New Jersey. . 


New York 


The Chautauqua School of Religious 
Teaching, at Chautauqua, July 6 to August 
19. Apply to the Chautauqua Institution, 
Chautauqua, New York. 

Fourth Annual Conference of. the Young 
People’s Missionary. Movement on the Sun- 
day-school and Missions, at ‘Silver Bay on 
Lake George, July 15-22. Apply to the 
Secretary of your Home or Foreign Mission 
Board, or to R. E. Diffendorfer, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 

Conference of the cone Island Assembly, 
at Stony Brook, Long Island, August 15-29. 
Sunday-school methods , young people’s work, 
Bible study, and deepening the spiritual life. 
The Rev. Thomas W. Campbell, Secretary, 
200 Montague Street, Brooklyn. 

The National Bible Institute Conferences, 
at Briarcliff Manor. — 10-12, Confer- 
ence on; the Lord’s Day Observance and 
Bible Study; June 18-20, Conference for 
Young People in the interest of Bible study 
and aggressive evangelism ; June 25-27, Lay- 
men’s Evangelistic Conference. Sidney W. 
Powell, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

Summer Conference of the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement of the United States 
and. Canada, at Silver Bay, Lake George, 
July 23 to August 1. Apply to the Young 


( Continued on next page, sécond column) 























LESSON FOR MAY 30 (James 2 : 14-26) 





BUTCHER 
"Ny sPoruess, 








This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no ben like cleanly 
“7 wi ea _ | why the pe 
cher keeps his tools and every part o 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
‘thing about the kitchen will be clean 


as a new penny. 

















Allen’s Foot-Ease 


, Shake IntoYourShoes 
Frog 1 a} painkal, swotlen 


» nervous fee 1] 
takes the sting out of corns and bun- 
the comfort 








Btores, cents. accept an 
Sent by mail for 25 cente in 
stam 
FREE Trial Package Sent by mail 


“Wee Aiten’s 


se Allen's ALLEN S, OLMSTED, Le Roy, N. Y. 


“The Sanitary ont tay 








More conven- 
iens, sanitary; — 
add impres 

siveness to 


























; Tue use oF me INDIVIDUAL 
peewee LOMIMUNION SERVICE ~as in- 


‘ SS 


RS. YOUR CHURCH SEND FOR MaUe 
:= TRATED PRICE 4/37 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE OO. 
1701-1708 Chestnut Street 
Dept. B Philadelphia 











Conventions 


And How to Care 
for Them | 


By EUGENE C. FOSTER 


Save blunders by putting this book 
into the hands of each member of 
your local convention committee. 
25 cents. The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut St, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


( Continued from preceding page) 
People’s Missionary Movement, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. 


Oregon 

The Pacific Northwest Student Conference 
of the International Young Men’s Christian 
Associations, at Columbia Beach, June 19-27. 
Gale Seaman, 639 Bixel Street, Los Angeles, 
California. 

The Oregon Baptist Assembly, at Columbia 
Beach, July 6-19. W. T. Jordan, Chairman 
of the Executive Committee, Portland, 
Oregon. 

Pennsylvania > 

Western School of Methods for Sunday- 
school Workers, under the auspices of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Associa- 
tion, at Pittsburg, June 28 to July 2. W.G. 
Landis, 701 Witherspoon Building, Phila- 
deiphia. 

School of Methods for Sunday - school 
Workers, under the auspices of the Penn- 
sylvania State Sabbath School Association, 
at Huntingdon, July 3-9. W. G. Landes, 
7ot Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

Eastern School of Methods for Sunday- 
school Workers, under the auspices of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Associa- 
tion, at a geen ed 9-16. Apply to 
W. G. Landes, 701 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, or the Rev. Calvin D. Yost, 
Collegeville, Pa. 

Summer School for Sunday-school Teach- 
ers, under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Associatiori of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Pennsylvania, at 
Pocor.o Pines, August 22-28. The Rev. 
Herman L. Duhring, D.D., 225 South Third 
Street, Philadelphia. 

Summer Conference for Presbyterian Young 
People, at Pocono Pines, August 2-9, The 
Rev. Willis L. Gelston, Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 

eal 


McMillen’s “ Children’s Day ”’ 


N THE broadside of methods for Chil- 
dren’s Day in The Sunday School Times 
of May 1, 1909, under the title, ‘‘To 

| Help the Speechmaker,’’ the price of the Rev. 

Dr. W. F. McMillen’s booklet, ‘* Children’s 

Day: Its History, Relation to the Church, 

and the Spread of the Kingdom,’’ was given 

as five cents. Dr. McMillen writes that the 

five-cent edition has been superseded by a 

revised and enlarged edition, and the price 

is twenty-five cents, postpaid. Dr. McMil- 
len’s address is Room 1008, 153 La Salle 

Street, Chicago. 











Gas Factories 


In People Who Do Not Know How to Select 
Food and Drink Properly 


On the coffee question a lady says: 
‘‘T used to be so miserable after break- 
fast that I did not know how to get 
| through the day. Life was a burden to 
me. When I tried to sleep I was mis- 
erable by having horrible dreams fol- 
lowed by hours of wakefulness. Gas 
would rise on my stomach and I would 
belch almost “continually. Then every 
few weeks I would have a long siege of 
sick headaches. I tried a list of medi- 

cines and physicians without benefit. 

‘* Finally I concluded to give up my 
coffee and tea altogether and use Postum. 
The first cup was afailure. It was wishy- 
washy, and I offered to give the re- 
mainder of the package to any one who 
would take it. 

‘**T noticed later on in one of the ad- 
vertisements that Postum should be 
boiled at least fifteen minutes to make it 

I asked the cook how she made 
it, and she said, ‘ Just the same as I did 
— being careful not to let it steep too 
ong.’ 

oi read the directions and concluded 
Postum had not had a fair trial, so we 
made a new lot and boiled it 15 to 20 
minutes. That time it came to the table 
a different beverage and was so delicious 
that we have been using it ever since. 

‘* My sick headaches left entirely, as 
did my sleepless nights, and I am now a 
different woman.” 

‘*There’s a Reason.” Read ‘‘ The 
Road to Wellville” in packages. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 





one appears from time totime. They | 


are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





_ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Workers’ Questions 
Answered 





The General of the International Sunday- 
school Association ba aw pda ee bran on Sunday- 


to pone 
Quest on Box.” ‘The Sunday Sehool Times, 1031 Wal- 
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 


HARTFORD, CONN.—I am oa the furnishing 
committee of our new parish house, and i am 
anxious to know what houses carry the best 
line of and I am es- 
pecially interested in the juhior and primary 
rooms. If you can recommend some reliable 
houses I shall be very grateful.—M. C. K. 


Call on the best furniture dealer in your 
city and he will probably be able to do as 
well for you as anybody else anywhere. If 
he has not what you require, he can direct you 
to houses in Boston or New York that have. 








MINNESOTA.—What should be the length 
of a Sunday-school session ? 

This has been often discussed in these col- 
umns. There is no fixed rule for the length 
of a session. Much depends upon local con- 
ditions and the hour of meeting. It is 
rarely possible to hold a session of more than 
one hour if the school is held immediately be- 
fore or after the preaching service, An hour 
and a quarter will enable you to carry out a 
very satisfactory program, introducing some 
feature of general interest without cramping 
the teaching period. Personally I prefer an 
hour and a half, but it is not easy to get it, 
and in many cases it is not desirable. 





MINNESOTA.— How should we select and 
use illustrations to get the best results? 

Illustrations to a lesson are like windows 
to a house,—they should let in the light. A 
house that is all windows is a poor house for 
practical use; likewise a lesson that is al] 
illustrations. A reading glass is the best 
Mlustration of an illustration. I¢ should be 
looked ¢hrough and not looked af An 
illustration that sends the pupils away re- 
membering the illustration, but forgetting 
the thing illustrated, is either a poor jllustra- 
tion or poorly presented, Never use an 
illustration for the sake of using an illustra- 
tion, Always ask yourself two questions 
before using an illustration : 

1, Is the illustration needed ? 

2. Have I an illustration that will fit ? 

If you can answer both of these questions 
with ‘* Yes,’’ then use your illustration. 

Select your illustration with great care. 
No illustration will.ever be forceful that has 
to be interpreted, _ It should be like a flash 
of lightning on a dark night. Patterson 
DuBois has well said that an illustration 
should be apt, vivid, and wholesome. 





MINNESOTA —What would you do with a 
nine-year-old boy who won’t pay attention 
and will not let any of the members of the class 
pay attention ? 

There is no such boy ; certainly I never have 
seen one. A boy of that age who can be 
interested in games played by his associates, 
or who can be interested in the public school 
work, can be interested in the Sunday- 
school, under the right congitions, The 
lesson, however, must be made more inter- 
esting and attractive than anything else at 
that time. ._There is no other way. There 
is infinitely more hope for such a boy than 
for a stolid, indifferent, listless boy. The 
boy must be won, and he cannot be won in 
the class, as a rule. It is hand-to-hand 


week-day work ‘that tells. Don’t call him | 
bad ; get next to him ; sympathize with him; | 
study his home life, his everyday life ; per- | 


haps he has inherited a bad disposition. Be 
very patient with him; study bis likes and 
dislikes; take him into your confidence; 
believe in him ; trust him; be firm, but kind; 
insist upon order and attention, but do not 
expect to get it by command ; it does not 
come that way. The best way to command 
attention is to present something so com- 
manding that attention will be natural. 
Study ‘* My Class of Boys’ in The Sunday 
School Times, and everything else you can 
get on the subject. Read ‘* Saving a Boy,’’ 
by Dr. Lilburn Merrill, in The Sunday 
School Times of March 27, 1909, and also 
Dr. Merrill’s book on ‘* Winning the Boy ”’ 
(to be had of The Sunday School Times Com- 
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glass after jellies are cool. 


Pure Refined 
PARAFFINE 


when cool, makes an air-tight seal and is 
aa SS ae 
paraffine after closing. 

Use Pure 





STANDARD OIL, COMPANY 
(Incorporated) 


HELPS HINTS 


for Your < 


VACATION LAND. 


WRITE TO-DAY 


for a copy of 


NEW ENGLAND 
VACATION 
RESORTS 


FREE FOR THE ASKING. 


Every Vacationist and Tourist 
should have a copy at once. 


Tells you Where to Go, 
Where to Stay, What to 
See, and gives all details as 
to costs and accommoda- 
tions. Address 
Drawer 83 


Passenger Dept. 
North Station 











































Watch Hill 


RHODE ISLAND 


a historic and fascinating ocean resort 
on the New England coast, four hours by 
rail from New York. Both ocean and 
bay frontage ; surf bathing ; sailing and 
rowing. Good fishing and crabbing. 
Fine roads; golf; famous sunset views : 
select cottage patronage ; few hotels, of 
which the old-established house of rea- 
sonable rates, with all modern improve- 
ments, is 


Hotel 
Plimpton 


Send for illustrated booklet to John 
C. Kebabian, New Haven, Conn. 














AT BEAUTIFUL DEVON 
THE RICHARDSON 
HOME FOR CONVALESCENTS 


Of the Presbyterian Hespital 
For convalescents and others in real need of rest, fresh 
air, and charming surroundings. Spring water. Fresh 





pany at 75 cents, postage 8 cents.) Have | 


faith in the boy, and don’t scold. 


vegetables from t arden. Physician and nurse in 
attendance. Needful medicines and care provided. 
from $5 to $17 a week. 
IMlustrated booklet on request. Address: Devon, Pa, 
June ist. Und inational in service. 
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The Oil Stove with a CABINET TOP 


Do your summer cooking. on a New Perfection Wick Blue Flame Oil: Cook-Stove and have a 


comfortable kitchen. Its principle of concentrated heat at the burners prevents the kitchen from over- 
heating, so that the work can be done in comfort never before experienced. 

The “ New Perfection” is the oil stove of new principle and design. It is built like a modern 
steel range, being the on/y oil stove made with a CABINET TOP, including, two drop shelves on 
which the coffee pot and teapot may be placed after removing from. burner. Shelves fold back when 
not in use. Also two nickeled towel racks. The commodious top shelf of the cabinet provides a 
means for warming plates and keeping food warm after it is cooked. ll this makes the 


NEW P aN. E ON 
Wick Biue Flame Oil Cook-Stove 


a stove of unusual convenience. It does anything and everything any other stovewill do, regardless of fuel. 
Whether for heating the wash boiler or cooking a large meal, the “New. Perfection” is without 
equal. Ready at moment of lighting.. Can. be turned “high,” “medium,” “low” or “out” as required 
—another decided advantage over the: coal or wood stove.-: Makes no dust or dirt. 
Makes the kitchen no longer:a room to dread. : 
Made in three sizes. Can be. had either. with or without Cabinet Top. If not at 
your dealer's, write our nearest agency, 


The “. “ae ‘MD is  évienyhiglty’s lamp. Its beauty 
Ra oO LAMP safety, economy and brilliaricy are 

not ‘surpassed by ‘any. known. system of - artificial 
great simplicity. it is especially adapted to all purposés of home illumination. 


lighting... Because of its substantial construction ‘and 
If not with your dealer, write ‘our ‘nearest agenéy. 


STANDARD. OIL, COMPANY 


(Incorporat 
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